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Formula for Life, life abundant in the Body of Christ
25+2+1=28
I’ve shared this formula with you in the past, and have made the formula part of two recent and one
future services (May 3, 24, June 7). As we begin to see light at the end of the COVID-19 tunnel I ask you
to consider these four bits of scripture and apply them to your lives, individually, as families and all of us
together as a congregation.
I also ask each of you to continue praying for revival. Please join those of us who are praying each day.
Prayer thoughts and scriptures can be found daily on the Kresge Facebook page.
25+
“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked
and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ ….
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to
me.’” Matthew 25:34-36, 40b
+2
“So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were
added. They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions
and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved.” Acts 2:41-47
+1
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8
=28
“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they
saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age’”.
Matthew 28:16-20
In His grip, Rev Ed

Message from Bishop and Cabinet on
Opening Church Buildings
5/22/2020
Dear Clergy and Laity of the North Georgia Conference,
As we consider President Trump’s plea to open churches soon, the Cabinet and I ask you all
prayerfully to consider the question, “Are we prepared to open in a way that makes our church campus as
safe as possible?” rather than “Are we going to open simply because we can?”
Set forth on the Conference website are the suggestions we gave you previously as steps that are
necessary for a responsible opening. It is critically important that, before you gather, you have a plan in
place, obtain the supplies you'll need, and train folks to enact the plan.
We do not see ourselves as those charged with issuing edicts about opening from on high. We see
ourselves as pastors whose first obligation is to do no harm. We also are all too aware that church
gatherings have resulted in some of the most severe spread of the disease. We do not want even one
United Methodist to get sick, die, or infect others because they chose to go to church.
We have a task force of music directors and worship leaders at work to offer us their
recommended guidelines next week. We anticipate that they will recommend that there be no choirs or
congregational singing because singing groups are “super-spreaders” that greatly increase the spread of the
COVID virus. That insight will be helpful to all of our planning.
We are also aware that there are several COVID hot spots within the boundaries of our North
Georgia Conference, and that it is too early to ascertain if there will be a spike in cases caused by the reopening of Georgia. We still think it prudent to wait until after June 22 to open so that we are more sure
of the trends and the prevalence of the disease.
We recommend that even after June 22, those who are at high risk (underlying conditions,
immunologically suppressed, and/or over 65yrs) avoid any public gathering and instead continue to
worship online or at drive-in worship. We are also concerned about clergy who are at higher risk, and ask
their parishioners to continue to worship in a way that does not put them at greater risk.
Finally, we know that, as followers of Christ, you are committed to doing what is best for the body
of Christ. Sometimes watching out for the greater good means letting go of our own personal preferences.
We trust that you will do what is necessary to best protect yourselves and others in your faith community.
We pledge to continue to give you advice that balances safety with freedom to gather. We continue
to consult with medical experts and will give you the best advice available to ensure health and safety. We
appreciate your cooperation to date and ask that you remain in partnership with us as we navigate this
uncharted territory.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Sue and the North Georgia Conference Cabinet

Hi everyone. This is Linda M., chairperson of your Church Relaunch Task Force. The time is getting closer
when we can resume our “in person” worship services, and we want you to know that there is a committee in
place to make sure you feel comfortable and safe in returning to sanctuary services; we are working to make
sure all the guidelines are followed: CDC, Georgia and the Northwest Ga. Conference.
First, let me say that this is a relaunch, not an opening of the church as the media calls it. The church was
never closed. Although the sanctuary was empty, we, the church, continued to be a family that cared for
each other, worshiped together yet separately, met by ZOOM to see that business was carried on, and used
our resources to continue to support others in the community. Indeed, God did not shelter-in-place in the
sanctuary like we did in our homes. He was and is always with us throughout this unsettling and uncertain
time.
When we do get the OK to resume, there will, of course, be some changes-- much like the changes we are
already doing in our daily lives. The church has been thoroughly cleaned and sanitized. Krista has been in
charge of this. She has cleaned and sprayed places that I didn't even know about. Jeff is working out a
pattern of seating to maintain the right distance, and you will be asked to enter and exit by certain doors.
I do not want this to be just a list of changes. When we get them finalized, we will present them to you on
Facebook, and I hope you will realize that this is a plan that will work for us as we continue to worship
together again.
This committee is composed of Jeff, Marion, Judy, Krista, Iris, and me, along with Ed and Charlie. We will be
giving out information as we get it. Please ask us any questions you may have. We will answer them as we
can. We want you to feel safe and comfortable in knowing everything possible is being done so that we can
resume worship together soon.
God is in control,
Linda

Kresge Greatly Appreciates Gifts;
Given In Memory of:
C.E. David
Linda Lee

Items Needed:
Boxed Mac n’ Cheese
Canned goods;
Peanut Butter
Diced Tomatoes
Bulk – Grits, Oatmeal
Corn
Cereal
Green Beans
Dry Milk
Other Beans - Pinto, Black, Kidney, etc.
Flour
English/green peas
Cornmeal
Tuna
Fruit
Soup
Please make sure the dates have not expired. If you have any
questions, talk to Debra Willingham.
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