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From Pastor Ed’s Heart ……..

November 30, 2020

Wow, what a strange year! The COVID pause is an experience I for one hope we are done with real soon.
I am so immensely proud of those in our congregation who have found ways to minister within our
congregation and out into our community. One community group that found a way to continue
distributing Children’s clothing and diapers to families in need. Another that has teamed up with
members of another local congregation to minister to the near-homeless living day-to-day in local motels.
Our benevolence committee that has all year but especially in the past few weeks done yeomen’s work to
help those in need of paying their power or water bills and obtaining groceries. Our congregation’s
contributions to last year’s March to the Manger offering helped make that possible. Oh and the group
that made Thanksgiving plates to go for our congregation – what a blessing!
Some of us have been comfortable making the transition back to in-person worship. Thank you for your
willingness to remain masked, maintain social distance between households and your patience not
singing for the time being. Your response to the guidelines the Relaunch Task Force developed is greatly
appreciated. For those of us who aren’t yet confident to attend, we totally understand and will continue to
make every effort to provide videos of services available on the Kresge UMC Facebook page.
I have decided to preach the Lectionary Epistle passages this year. I have never done so but thought with
all else that’s been so strange out of the ordinary this year, this just might be a fresh way to approach the
Advent season. Our One Board has arranged for Heather Petero to lead us musically during Advent.
Christmas Eve (5:00 pm this year) will be a wonderful worship experience, that you don’t want to miss.
Because of COVID we will not have a formal March to the Manger offering this year however we will
gladly receive that offering any Sunday during Advent, on Christmas Eve, by mail or online giving. Please
see the March to the Manger – Christmas Appeal Letter in this month’s newsletter.
As a New Year begins I ask you to pray for the members of our One Board who are the Lay Leadership of
our congregation, pray for me, and pray about how you will faithfully participate in the life of this
congregation through your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness in 2021.
In His grip, Rev Ed
Anna Kresge United Methodist Church
March to the Manger
Christmas 2020
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“ You must each decide in your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives
8
cheerfully.’ And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.
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As the Scriptures say, ‘They share freely and give generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be remembered forever.’ For God is the one who
provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest
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of generosity in you. Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we take your gifts to those who need
12
them, they will thank God. So two good things will result from this ministry of giving – the needs of the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they
13
will joyfully express their thanks to God. As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and to all believers
14
will prove tht you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. And they will pray for you with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God
15
has given to you. Thank God for this gift too wonderful for words!”
- 2 Corinthians 9:7-14, New Living Testament

How do we respond to God’s awesome, fantastic, free gift? Do we accept, receive, live in and share His gift to us? Do we
love God first, foremost and always? Do we love others as God loves us? Do we love ourselves as God loves us? Do we believe God
loves us so much He sent His only Son to take on all our sin?
This year we ask you to give to the March to the Manger – Christmas Appeal offering during any or all of our Advent
services on Sunday mornings; November 29, December 6, 13, or 20 and/or Christmas Eve December 24 at 7:00 pm.
Proceeds from this year’s March to the Manger offering will be used to bolster our 2021 General Fund Budget. Two thirds
will be used to improve our ability to respond to those in need by increasing planned Benevolence locally and to support Acts 1:8
(Ronnie and Angie Hopkins in Nicaragua); the other third will be used to assist with mortgage payments; and pay for some of the
Unfinanced Maintenance Requirements identified by the Board of Trustees. Please pray about your gift, then be obedient to that
which God lays on your heart.
We give thanks and praise for God’s abundant blessing in our lives; and we ask that with the gifts we receive, we will
improve our planned missions and ministries. Please designate your gift to “March to the Manger” offering.
Merry Christmas from the Lay Leaders of our One Board and Pastor Ed; may God’s blessings reach deep within you this
coming year!

ANNA KRESGE UMC
2020 REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
Support for samaritan house
Each Day add the listed item to a box
Then bring full boxes* to the Christmas Eve Service
Dec 1 – box of cereal
Dec 2 – jar of peanut butter
Dec 3 – box of stuffing mix
Dec 4 – boxed or canned potatoes
Dec 5 – macaroni and cheese
Dec 6 – canned fruit
Dec 7 – canned tomatoes
Dec 8 – canned tuna or chicken
Dec 9 – cookies/Lil Debbies
Dec 10 – jar of applesauce
Dec 11 – canned sweet potatoes
Dec 12 – can cranberry sauce

Dec 13 – can of beans
Dec 14 – box of crackers
Dec 15 – pkg of dried milk
Dec 16 – pkg of oatmeal
Dec 17 - package of pasta
Dec 18 - spaghetti sauce
Dec 19 – chk noodle soup
Dec 20 – tomato soup
Dec 21 – can corn
Dec 22 – can mix veggies
Dec 23 – can carrots
Dec 24 – can green beans

*Please use Home Depot small moving box or similar size boxes.
Our goal this year is 50 boxes

For numerous children and families across Georgia, hunger is a devastating reality.
Georgia has the 10th highest food insecurity rate nationally.
One in five children in Georgia suffers from food insecurity.
This rate rises to one in three children for rural communities.

Action Ministries Sunday is officially THIS Sunday, Dec. 6. If you cannot take up the offering this Sunday, feel
free to take up an offering any Sunday in December, or even Christmas Eve. With the coronavirus pandemic
we need your help now more than ever. There are more children that are going hungry, more families being
displaced and your help is vital to helping those in need. The Advent season is a perfect time to remind our
congregations to give to those most in need.
Congregations or individuals can give by sending a check to the corporate office, going to
www.actionministries.net/donate or text AMISUNDAY to 44-321
Action Ministries has been serving this Conference since 1963 and 2020 found us serving more food and
housing more people than ever before, in reaction to the Coronavirus pandemic. As we look forward to 2021
we are so excited to see what happens when “Hope meets Actions” and our merger with Hope Atlanta. Rest
assured all of our programs will continue with the merger, we will just be able to feed even MORE families and
house even more people. This will be a great year for Action Ministries.
I hope you and your congregation will help us achieve the goal of feeding hungry children across the
Conference, housing those who find themselves with nowhere to go, and being the hands and feet of Christ to
those most in need. Please let me know if you have any questions about the offering or Action Ministries in
general.
Advent blessings,
Rev. Jenna Kennedy
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