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As We Journey Together……
Thoughts from Pastor Ed’s Heart…… April 25, 2018
Formula for Life, life abundant in the Body of Christ - 25+2+1=28

25 Matthew 25:34-36, 40b, “Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ ….
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”

+2 Acts 2:41-47, “So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. They devoted

themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and
signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their
food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those
who were being saved.”

+1 Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

=28 Matthew 28:16-20, “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age’”.

Early this morning the Spirit of God woke me and asked where are you leading them? I was exhausted when I went to be last
night, at 2:30 I was not in the mood. However, I couldn’t go back to sleep, God kept after me – where are you leading them?
Where is Kresge going? Where will Kresge be in 25 years?
God kept up the pressure. What did Kresge look like the year before they moved and what do they look like now? Compare
2003 to 2018 – what has changed in 15 years? Who has joined since the move? What is the vision for 2033 – 15 years from
now?
God used our Kresge kids as an example. How have we helped these children of God change in the past 10 years? How will
the children of Cedartown change in the next 15 years? Most importantly, how will the Kresge congregation change to assist
more children in our community to grow in the love and grace of Jesus Christ? Will we submit ourselves to serve their parents
too?
10 of the 14 years we have been in our new facility we have ministered to children in our community. I am convinced this is a
ministry powered by God’s Holy Spirit. It is an example we should use for all our ministries. It is an example of many of
God’s elder children coming together to serve, teach, love on and care for God’s younger children. We come together to study
pray and worship; we grow in relationship with God then go, as disciples of Christ to make disciples of Christ. Could we not
do the same with Vintage Years Ministry, Sunday school classes, UMM, UMW?
I am meeting with Leaders at Murpy-Harpst this Friday to discuss ways we can begin to assist children in the Transition
Program. These are older children, preparing to graduate and enter the community. I envision Community Groups forming
for fellowship, Bible Study, prayer and service who will include 2-3 of these kids in their groups. Take them under their wings,
mentor them, become their friends and help them with this transition. That way they have connections in the community, in a
local church and will have made friends who they can count on as they establish their independence.

Who else can we reach out to? Who else can we meet in the community? Who else is to be a part of the face and heart of
Anna Kresge Memorial UMC?
What if every family in our congregation spent the next 15 years shepherding one family a year, inviting them, welcoming
them, guiding them into visiting, and initial Discipleship, then supporting them as they join and go deeper in discipleship.
Imagine the momentum 15 years from now?
What if we all focused more on being and making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World than paying for
our building? Wonder what we would look like in 2033 in 2043 and beyond?
What idea(s) is God laying on your hearts? Share them……..

In His grip, Ed
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OUR MISSION
SPIRITUAL GROWTH – develop deeper roots in your faith
SOCIAL GROWTH – learn to work as a team
INDIVIDUAL GROWTH – gain self-confidence as a loved child of God
You can find a day camp for just about anything. What about one focused on forming faith and friendships?
Grow brings the powerful experience of camp ministry to local churches.
Packed with activities that contribute to learning new skills and building Christian community,
the focus throughout is for each camper to grow deeper roots in their faith (grow spiritually),
in their ability to work as a team (grow socially),
and in self-confidence as a loved child of God (grow individually).
We know how to have fun – our passion is forming faith in the process. We put 90+ years of experience into creating an
environment where every moment – whether in morning chapel or 20 feet up a tree –
is about practicing faith in Christian community.
SUMMER THEME
Grow is designed as experiential faith formation. Counselors plan each day’s activities with the theme of the day and week
in mind – from chapel and Bible story time to archery and field games and everything in between.
Each summer’s theme is based on professionally developed camp ministry curriculum that is age appropriate,
based on scripture, and respectful of creation
Get Out & Grow This Summer! (Rising 1st-6th Graders)
Soccer camp, drama camp, science camp – you can find a day camp for just about anything. What about one focused on
forming faith and friendships? Grow Day Camps brings the power of camp ministry to local churches. Packed with
activities that contribute to learning new skills and building Christian community, the focus throughout is for each
camper to grow deeper roots in their faith (grow spiritually), in their ability to work as a team (grow socially), and in selfconfidence as a loved child of God (grow individually). Grow knows how to have fun – their passion is forming faith in
the process. They put 90+ years of experience into creating an environment where every moment – whether in morning
chapel or 20 feet up a tree – is about practicing faith in Christian community. Grow is coming to Cedartown First UMC
the week of July 2 – 6, 2018! Learn more and register at: growdaycamps.org
Longer ELI Shareable Paragraph Experiential Leadership Institute (Rising 11-12th Graders)
Youth are more overwhelmed and distracted than ever. With so much noise, how are they supposed to hear God's
calling for them? The Experiential Leadership Institute is a multi-week, immersive leadership development experience.
Highly trained coaches guide rising 11-12th graders to discover their God-given strengths, reflect on what it means to
function as a Christian community, and practice servant leadership while making a difference as day camp counselors.
The first 100 accepted applicants receive a $500 leadership award toward their ELI tuition, so apply today! Learn more
and apply at: elileader.org
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IF YOU’VE HAD MONDAYS
ALL WEEK,
YOU NEED
OUR SUNDAYS.
BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Ed Dickens
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

