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(Rural Church in north Georgia)
As We Journey Together……
Formula for Life, life abundant in the Body of Christ - 25+2+1=28
25 Matthew 25:34-36, 40b, “Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ ….
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”
+2 Acts 2:41-47, “So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders
and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.”
+1 Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
=28 Matthew 28:16-20, “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age’”.
We find a framework for ministry within this formula and these texts. It is up to us to prayerfully discern the specifics and particulars for ourselves as
individuals and for us as a congregation. Who specifically are we to feed, clothe, house, nurse, and visit? How and with whom will we the tasks we
read in Acts 2:41-47? Are we full of the Holy Spirit? Do we spend time asking for, waiting to receive and allowing God to anoint us? Is there evidence
of God’s power in our missions and ministries? How will we study God’s Word and learn about the United Methodist Church?

Many of our men are preparing to present The Living Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, during Holy Week. Beginning Jan 23, they will
meet together to journey through, A Firm Foundation, described above.
Kresge Kids, our most important ministry, continues to grow and improve. We are sharing Christ in a meaningful way with many
children each week. The attendance, participation and response to “The Real Christmas Story, this week confirms and affirms the work
God is doing through so many who volunteer.
Our UMW is stronger and more vibrant than any I’ve seen. The Tuesday morning prayer group serves our congregation faithfully and
with vigor. The organization groundwork for our W.I.N.G.S. Teams has been laid and I’m excited to see how we mature the work each
does. Our new Admin Council committees and Lay Leadership will be installed; and the entire congregation will confirm our intentions
through the Wesley Covenant Renewal during worship on January 7.
I’ve found there is no shortage of good ideas among us! So many have not only made suggestions, but also planned resourced and
executed great events in the past few months. I encourage all to share their ideas, to help make things new and fresh. Let’s be
innovators not sticks in the mud. Serving on one or more of the W.I.N.G.S. Teams is a great way to get something started.
In His grip, Ed
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Feb. 26 –
Mar. 4

Numbers 22-24

Numbers 25-27

Numbers 28-31

Numbers 32-34

Numbers 35-36
Psalm 47

Deuteronomy 1-3
Psalm 48

Mar. 5-11

Deuteronomy 6-8

Deuteronomy
9-11

Deuteronomy
12-14
Psalm 50

Deuteronomy
15-17

Deuteronomy
18-20

Deuteronomy
21-23
Psalms 51

Deuteronomy
24-26

Mar.
12-18

Deuteronomy
27-29

Deuteronomy
30-32

Deuteronomy
33-34
Psalm 52-53

Joshua 1-3

Joshua 4-6

Joshua 10-12

Joshua 13-15

Mar.
19-25

Joshua 16-18

Joshua 19-21
Psalm 55

Joshua 22-24

Judges 1-3

Judges 4-5
Psalms 56-57

Judges 6-8

Judges 9-11

Mar. 26 –
Apr. 1

Judges 12-14

Judges 12-14

Judges 15-16
Psalms 58-59

Judges 17-19

Judges 20-21
Psalm 60

Ruth 1-4

Samuel 1-3

.

Sunday
Deuteronomy 4-5
Psalm 49

The Coming of the King by Laura E. Richards 053'

S

O M E CHILDREN were at play in their playground one day, when a herald rode through the town,
blowing a trumpet and crying aloud, "The king! The king passes by this road today.
Make ready for the king!"
The children stopped their play and looked at one another."Did you hear that?" they said.
"The king is coming. He may look over the wall and see our playground; who knows? We must put it in order."
The playground was sadly dirty, and in the corners were scraps of paper and broken toys, for these
were careless children. But now, one brought a hoc, and another a rake, and a third ran to fetch the
wheelbarrow from behind the garden gate. They labored hard till at length all was clean and tidy.
"Now it is clean!" they said. "But we must make it pretty, too, for kings are used to fine things; maybe
he would not notice mere cleanness, for he may have it all the time."
Then one brought sweet rushes and strewed them on the ground; others made garlands of
oak leaves and pine tassels and hung them on the walls; and the littlest one pulled marigold buds and
threw them all about the play- ground, "to look like gold," he said.
When all was done, the playground was so beautiful that the children stood and looked at it
and clapped their hands with pleasure.
"Let us keep it always like this!" said the littlest one; and the others cried, "Yes! Yes! That is what we will do."
They waited all day for the coming of the king, but he never came; only towards sunset a man,
with travel-worn clothes and a kind, tired face, passed along the road and stopped to look over the wall.
“What a pleasant place!” said the man. “May I come in and rest, dear children?”

The children brought him in gladly and set him on the seat that they had made out of an old cask.
They had covered it with the old red cloak to make it look like a throne, and it made a very good one.
“It is our playground!” they said. “We made it pretty for the king, but he did not come, and now we mean to keep it so for
ourselves.”
“That is good!” said the man.
“Because we think pretty and clean is nicer than ugly and dirty!” said another.
“That is better!” said the man.
“And for tired people to rest in!” said the littlest one.
“That is best of all!” said the man.
He sat and rested, and looked at the children with such kind eyes that they came about him and told him all they knew – about
the five puppies in the barn, and the thrush’s nest with four blue eggs, and the shore where the gold shells grew; and the man
nodded and understood all about it.
By and by he asked for a cup of water, and they brought it to him in the best cup, with the gold sprigs on it. Then he
thanked the children and rose and went on his way; but before he went he laid his hand on their heads for a moment, and the
touch went warm to their hearts.
The children stood by the wall and watched the man as he went slowly along. The sun was setting, and the light fell in long
slanting rays across the road.
"He looks so tired!" said one of the children. "But he was so kind!" said another.
"See!" said the littlest one. "How the s un shines on his hair! It looks like a crown of gold."
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Palm Sunday
Church Council
6:30 pm

6

BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Ed Dickens
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

