As We Journey Together……
Thoughts from Pastor Ed’s Heart…… December 22, 2017
Formula for Life, life abundant in the Body of Christ - 25+2+1=28
25 Matthew 25:34-36, 40b, “Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ ….
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’”
+2 Acts 2:41-47, “So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders
and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and
goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their
number those who were being saved.”
+1 Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
=28 Matthew 28:16-20, “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age’”.
We find a framework for ministry within this formula and these texts. It is up to us to prayerfully discern the specifics and particulars for ourselves as
individuals and for us as a congregation. Who specifically are we to feed, clothe, house, nurse, and visit? How and with whom will we the tasks we
read in Acts 2:41-47? Are we full of the Holy Spirit? Do we spend time asking for, waiting to receive and allowing God to anoint us? Is there evidence
of God’s power in our missions and ministries? How will we study God’s Word and learn about the United Methodist Church? We can begin to
answer those questions by responding to the Commitment Letter sent out a few weeks ago.
How did you respond to our commitment appeal? Did you respond? Do you even remember the commitment appeal? In case you can’t remember
here is the commitment we were asked to fill out and return no later than Sunday, January 7, 2018:
I/we have prayerfully decided my/our gifts and graces are bested suited to serve in the following way(s):
On the Ministry team(s) selected:
Worship – Class of 2018 _____, 2019 _____, 2020 _____
Invite - Class of 2018 _____, 2019 _____, 2020 _____
Nurture - Class of 2018 _____, 2019 _____, 2020 _____
Grow - Class of 2018 _____, 2019 _____, 2020 _____
Serve - Class of 2018 _____, 2019 _____, 2020 _____
Sing in the choir ______
Teach a class ______ Long term _____ short term _______
Lead a small group _______
Usher ______ Greeter _______ Counter _________
Cleaning Team _______
Nursery _________
Assist in Worship (Pray, Liturgist, Acolyte) _______________
Other _______________
Other _______________
I (we) pledge to support the church financially by giving at least $_______________ to the General Fund to support the approved 2018 budget. I
expect to give weekly/bi-weekly/monthly (CIRCLE ONE).
I/we pledge to pray for our pastor________, paid and unpaid staff_______, those in leadership positions _____, the ministries of the church _____,
in emergency situations ______, Other _________________.
I/we pledge to regularly be present at worship, study and fellowship events _____.
I/we pledge to be living witnesses of Christ love in our family, home, at work and in the world _____.

Be watching for two different book studies in the new year. There are two books, 1) Autopsy of a Deceased Church, which the Admin
Council journeyed through this fall and 2) I Am a Church Member that I will lead groups through during the early part of the year.
Be watching for 2 Bible Studies to be announced: 1) Epic of Eden, Understanding the Old Testament is a 12-week study and 2) A Firm
Foundation is a 6-week study on what we believe as United Methodist.
In 2018 I’m planning to read devotionally through 2 different devotional studies: In the morning I will read the English Standard Version
of the Bible guided by Ellsworth Kalas’, “the GRAND Sweep”, 365 Days from Genesis to Revelation. I’ll publish the reading schedule
later. Which version of the Bible you read is up to you. In the evenings I will follow E. Stanley Jones’, devotion, In Christ. I encourage
you to order a copy of the GRAND Sweep and In Christ for your own use.
I am praying we will begin to form small groups to study, pray and serve together. Bands of 3-5, classes of 8-12 who will meet routinely
and regularly to study the Word of God with each other, to pray together and help sustain each other’s souls and spirits.
2018 is going to be a break out year for God here at Kresge, I’m excited to see what happens!
Many of our men are preparing to present The Living Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, during Holy Week. Beginning Jan 23, they will
meet together to journey through, A Firm Foundation, described above.
Kresge Kids, our most important ministry, continues to grow and improve. We are sharing Christ in a meaningful way with many
children each week. The attendance, participation and response to “The Real Christmas Story, this week confirms and affirms the work
God is doing through so many who volunteer.
Our UMW is stronger and more vibrant than any I’ve seen. The Tuesday morning prayer group serves our congregation faithfully and
with vigor. The organization groundwork for our W.I.N.G.S. Teams has been laid and I’m excited to see how we mature the work each
does. Our new Admin Council committees and Lay Leadership will be installed; and the entire congregation will confirm our intentions
through the Wesley Covenant Renewal during worship on January 7.
I’ve found there is no shortage of good ideas among us! So many have not only made suggestions, but also planned resourced and
executed great events in the past few months. I encourage all to share their ideas, to help make things new and fresh. Let’s be
innovators not sticks in the mud. Serving on one or more of the W.I.N.G.S. Teams is a great way to get something started.
In His grip, Ed
P.S. We are getting closer and closer to paying 100% of our 2017 Apportionments. We’ve made great progress in a few short months!
Please prayerfully and generously give to the March to the Manger offering so we can reach this important goal.
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Jan. 1-7

Genesis 1
Psalm 1-2

Genesis 2
Psalm 3-4

Genesis 3-4
Psalm 5-6

Genesis 5-6
Psalm 7

Genesis 7-8
Psalm 8

Genesis 9-11
Psalm 9

Genesis 12-13
Psalm 10

Jan. 8-14

Genesis 14-15
Psalm 11

Genesis 16-17
Psalm 12

Genesis 18-19
Psalm 13-14

Genesis 20-21
Psalm 15

Genesis 22-23
Psalm 16

Genesis 24-25
Psalm 17-18

Genesis 26-27
Psalm 19

Jan. 15-21

Genesis 28-30

Genesis 31-33

Genesis 34-36
Psalm 20

Genesis 37-38
Psalm 21

Genesis 39-40
Psalm 22

Genesis 41-42
Psalm 23-24

Genesis 43-45

Jan. 22-28

Genesis 46-48

Genesis 49-50
Psalm 25

Exodus 3-4
Psalm 28

Exodus 5-7

Exodus 8-10
Psalm 29

Exodus 11-12
Psalm 30

Jan. 29-31

Exodus 13-15

Exodus 16-18

Exodus 1-2
Psalm 26-27
Exodus 19-20
Psalm 31-32

April 23 - April 26, 2018 * 4 days-3 nights
Price Includes; Transportation from Style Charters & Tours, 3 night hotel accommodations,
6 meals - 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners, Savannah Riverboat Dinner Cruise,
Guided Historic Savannah Tour, Visit Fort Pulaski, The Historic Savannah Theatre Show,

Guided tours of St. Simons Island, Trolley tour of Jekyll Island, Shopping at Jekyll Island Historic District,
and Savannah’s River Street.

Cost: Double - $725 Single - $938
Return the registration form and a $200 deposit per person by February 6, 2018.
Final payment will be due March10,2018
For information and reservations, call Sandra Simpson @ 770-748-6444
*travelgaurd.com offers “travel insurance the way you want it.”
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BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Ed Dickens
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

