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I don’t know about you, but I am always looking for something better. That should not be heard as my saying
I am dissatisfied with my life or circumstances today. I simply mean to say that I am always looking to be more
efficient in my daily activities, more in-tune with my surroundings, and more caring toward the people that I interact
with each day. Without the desire to improve, we fall into ruts and maybe miss God’s best for our lives.
So, imagine my delight as I was reading the Gospel of John not long ago and encountered, again, John 10:10,
“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life and that they
may have it more abundantly.” My mind began to absolutely race when I read the words that say that Jesus wants me
to have an even “more abundant” life than the one that I have today. I mean how could I ever hear better news? Jesus
is in agreement with me, right?
Well, as it turns out, Jesus had an idea of what the abundant life looked like, in your life and mine, even before
we began to consider what that could mean. Where often our understanding of the abundant life is filled with the
trappings of today, Jesus has something more and better in mind. So often we fail to remember that the world that
we see today is only temporary. That what we see will one day be replaced with the perfection found in the Garden
of Eden before Adam and Eve sought something “better” in this world by eating the forbidden fruit. As you know, the
story of humanity goes downhill from there. Sickness, disease, dishonesty, pride and a host of other maladies became
a part of the human condition and thus began the present cycle of desire-scheme-get what we want, desire-schemeget what we want, desire-scheme-get what we want, that so often dominates our hearts and minds today. In the
middle of our errant desires, Jesus said I have something better. I want you to have more.
As the Apostle Paul encouraged the Christians at Colossae to set their mind on things above and not on
earthly things, we too need to look beyond the immediate to desire that which will move us closer to God. Not long
ago as I thought about the abundant life that every person who has given their life to Jesus Christ is called to live, the
Spirit reminded me that the abundant life is not the life that simply possesses the toys of this word. But, the abundant
life is life lived in the presence of God and it is a life guided by the Holy Spirit of God. It is a life that will fulfill us and
bring us contentment.
Often when we finally get the shiny things of this life that we so desire, we find that their shine fades and the
space that we thought they would fill is soon empty again. The things of this world drain us of life. They box us in.
They make life a burden. And, they cause our lives to become a place where there is no joy to be had. But the life that
focuses on those things that God desires for us, things such as communion with God, prayer that is a conversation
with God, and the presence of God when life gives us its worst. Those things fill us up, they give us strength, and they
turn the hardest times of life into times that we can know the joy of the Lord because God is our strength and our
refuge.
We all want the abundant life. But until we understand what the abundant life looks like, and from where it
comes, we will never know its joy.
Peace and Blessings,

Allen
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 In the 1600’s England, Mothering Sunday took place on the 4th Sunday of Lent. It began with a prayer service in honor of
the Virgin Mary. Afterwards children would present their moms with flowers.

 In 1870 a female activist, writer and poet by the name of Julia Ward (she wrote the “Battle Hymn of the Republic”)

suggested a day of peace and strongly advocated other women to stand up against the war. From this plea she was able to
get Boston to recognize mothers on the second Sunday of June.

 Anna Jarvis was also a woman that may have been behind our traditional Mother’s Day celebration on the second Sunday
of May. Anna never had any children, but wanted to carry out her own mother’s wishes of having a day just for moms.

Anna tirelessly campaigned and on May 8th, 1914 President Woodrow Wilson signed a Joint Resolution designating the
second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.

 Mother’s Day sees around one quarter of all flowers purchased throughout the year falling on this holiday.

Carnations are very popular flowers for Mother’s Day and are thought to be made from the tears of Jesus’ mother (Mary) when
she wept at his feet the day He was crucified.

 Pink and red carnations are given to mother’s that are still alive,
while white ones are for those that have passed away.

 Studies and research now show that giving a bouquet of flowers has many positive
health and psychological benefits.

 In the vast majority of the world’s languages, the word for “mother” begins with the letter M.
In the United States alone, around 122 million phone calls are made to moms on Mother’s Day.
 Approximately $14 billion dollars is spent on Mother’s Day.
 In what was formerly Yugoslavia, children would tie up their mother on Mother’s Day. The only way she could get free
would be to pay her children with treats.

 The shortest span between two babies is by mom, Jayne Bleackley. She gave birth to her son on September 3, 1999. Then
only 208 days later gave birth to her daughter (on March 30, 2000).

 Elizabeth Ann Buttle gives a whole new meaning to second family. She gave birth to her first child (a girl)
May 19, 1956. Then when she was 60 years-old, she gave birth to her son on November 20, 1997,
making the babies 41 years 185 days apart.
 What to get ideas for your mother this Mother’s Day? Common gifts include: cards, flowers, meals in restaurants, jewelry,
gift cards, clothing, trips to a spa, books, CDs, house wares and even gardening tools.
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MAY 1, 2017
1st ANNUAL
Polk Foster Parent
Association
Polk County Foster Parent

GOLF TOURNAMENT
We will be hosting our first annual golf tournament
benefiting the Foster Parents in Polk County. All funds
raised will be donated to help with extracurricular
activities and Christmas for children placed in Polk
County Foster homes. The Polk County Foster Parent
Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization. Thank
you in advance for your tax deductible donation.
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Association
PO Box 1999
Cedartown, GA 30125
Danyel Fontenot-President
(678)988-5819

May 1, 2018 (8am-Noon

May 2017

BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

