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The Story of the New Year
The celebration of the New Year on January 1st is a relatively new phenomenon. The earliest recording of
a New Year celebration is believed to have been in Mesopotamia, c. 2000 B.C. and was celebrated around the time
of the vernal equinox, in mid-March. A variety of other dates tied to the seasons were also used by various ancient
cultures. The Egyptians, Phoenicians, and Persians began their new year with the fall equinox, and the Greeks
celebrated it on the winter solstice.
The early Roman calendar designated March 1 as the New Year. The calendar had just ten months,
beginning with March. That the New Year once began with the month of March is still reflected in some of
the names of the months. September through December, our ninth through twelfth months, were originally
positioned as the seventh through tenth months (septem is Latin for "seven," octo is "eight," novem is "nine," and
decem is "ten."
The first time the new year was celebrated on January 1st was in Rome in 153 B.C. (In fact, the month of
January did not even exist until around 700 B.C., when the second king of Rome, Numa Pontilius, added the
months of January and February.) The new year was moved from March to January because that was the
beginning of the civil year.
In 46 B.C. Julius Caesar introduced a new, solar-based calendar that was a vast improvement on the
ancient Roman calendar. The Julian calendar decreed that the new year would occur with January 1, and within
the Roman world, January 1 became the consistently observed start of the new year.
In medieval Europe, however, the celebrations accompanying the new year were considered pagan and
unchristian like, and in 567 the Council of Tours abolished January 1 as the beginning of the year. At various
times and in various places throughout medieval Christian Europe, the new year was celebrated on Dec. 25, the
birth of Jesus; March 1; March 25, the Feast of the Annunciation; and Easter.
In 1582, the Gregorian calendar reform restored January 1 as new year's day. Although most Catholic
countries adopted the Gregorian calendar almost immediately, it was only gradually adopted among Protestant
countries. The British, for example, did not adopt the reformed calendar until 1752. Until then, the British Empire
—and their American colonies— still celebrated the new year in March.
New Year’s Traditions
Probably the most famous tradition in the United States is the dropping of the New Year ball in Times Square,
New York City, at 11:59 P.M. Thousands gather to watch the ball make its one-minute descent, arriving exactly at
midnight. The tradition first began in 1907. The original ball was made of iron and wood; the current ball is made
of Waterford Crystal, weighs 1,070 pounds, and is six feet in diameter.
A traditional southern New Year's dish is Hoppin' John—black eyed peas and ham hocks. An old saying goes, "Eat
peas on New Year's day to have plenty of everything the rest of the year."
Another American tradition is the Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, California.
Resolutions: It is believed that the Babylonians were the first to make New Year's resolutions, and people
all over the world have been breaking them ever since. The early Christians believed the first day of the New Year
should be spent reflecting on past mistakes and resolving to improve oneself in the New Year.
Noisemaking and fireworks on New Year's eve is believed to have originated in ancient times, when noise
and fire were thought to dispel evil spirits and bring good luck .
The most commonly sung song for English-speakers on New Year's Eve, "Auld Lang Syne". The song asks
whether old friends and times will be forgotten and promises to remember people of the past with fondness.

Ann Bailey
Bob Temple
Jack Herndon
Jan.1-Danny O’Neal
Jan. 10-Diane Lockridge
Matt Peppers
Jan. 12-Clark Peppers
Jan. 13-Ronnie Haynes
Jan. 15-Sherry Harris
Jan. 16-Virginia Pope
Jan.17-Joan Billingsley

Jan. 19-Beth Haynes
Jan.22-Rayanna O’Neal
Jan.23-Jane Lumpkin
Betty Sue Kelly
Jan.24-Anna Parker
Jan.27-Betty Timms
Jan.28-Paul Coley
Caroline Lumpkin

Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Herndon
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Perkins
The Perkins Family
Wayne Andrews
Helen Cheatwood

January 22 – Vandy & Brenda Cobb

Betty Himes
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From Frank Norris, Church Council Chair:
Our Church Council meeting is
Sunday, January 22, in the fellowship hall, at 6:30 pm.
If you're a voting member
of the Church Council, please do your best to attend. Others
who are a regular part of Kresge UMC are also welcome to come to the meeting.
Reminder: Any new Church Council business must be on the printed agenda
to be considered at this meeting; please contact
Frank Norris, Church Council Chair,
no later than the deadline of Wednesday, January 18, with any agenda item. Thanks.
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BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

