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The month of February has begun and with it comes thoughts of love. We see them everywhere. Heart
balloons tied in bouquets waiting for someone to take them home to their true love. Hallmark cards with all of the
messages found inside meant to express our deepest affections to our sweethearts. And, of course, there are
heart-shaped boxes of candy. Some with ribbons and bows, some covered in velvet, some with Minnie Mouse, and
some with more pictures of hearts adorning their cover. All promising chocolates, and confections in abundance.
It sure sounds like love, or, does it?
I ask that question because I think love gets short-changed in our modern society and even in our minds.
Somehow love has become something that is reserved for those that we have affection for, and no one else. But to
think, and act, and live that way blurs the image of what love is supposed to be. Because love did not come into
being the first time one person saw another and their insides started to melt. Rather, love and all of its
expressions originated in the heart and mind of God.
As we consider love and try to understand it from a Biblical perspective, the writer of 1 John makes a
troubling statement. He writes “Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God.
Anyone who loves God is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God, for
God is love” (1st John 4:7-8). Such a statement makes us stop and think, doesn’t it? If this is true, and it must be as
this idea is such a great measure of the tenor and teaching of the Scriptures, then these words tell us that our love
cannot be reserved just for our sweethearts and our close circle of friends. Instead for us to love God, our love
must be a huge portion of the fabric of our lives, as well. It means that as we look at other people and the lives
that they live our responsibility when we engage them should be in line with the way that we believe God might
engage them. Boy, that makes life hard.
So what? Well, I guess the reason that I write about love today is that there are a whole lot of people in
our world, and a lot of folks that we know, that make it so hard to practice love. I mean people say mean things
today. People post mean things on Facebook and other forms of social media. People take advantage of the weak
and the less fortunate in our society. People do so many things that we could easily allow to be our justification
for not being loving like our faith says that we should. But, their actions cannot be our excuse. Because as a child
of God we are called to love, not matter what.
February is often called the month of love. How about you and me each, day try, to take our love to the
next level? That someone pushes us further than they should we turn the other cheek if that is what God would
do. That we close our Facebook feed before we make a comment or reply in a way that we shouldn’t. That the
next time that someone has almost pushed to the place of being hateful, let us chose love. The rewards that we
will find will be better than even a box of chocolates.

Peace and Blessing,
Allen
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The story of St. Valentine has two different versions - the Protestant and the Catholic one. Both versions agree upon Saint
Valentine being a bishop who held secret marriage ceremonies of soldiers in opposition to Claudius II who had prohibited
marriage for young men and was executed by the latter. During the lifetime of Valentine, the golden era of Roman Empire
had almost come to an end. The empire had grown too large to be shielded from external aggression and internal chaos with
existing forces. Naturally, more and more capable men were required to be recruited as soldiers and officers to protect the
nation from takeover. When Claudius became the emperor, he felt that married men were more emotionally attached to
their families, and thus, will not make good soldiers. He believed that marriage made the men weak. So he issued an edict
forbidding marriage to assure quality soldiers.
The ban on marriage was a great shock for the Romans. But they dared not voice their protest against the mighty emperor.
The kindly bishop Valentine also realized the injustice of the decree. He saw the trauma of young lovers who gave up all
hopes of being united in marriage. He planned to counter the monarch's orders in secrecy. Whenever lovers thought of
marrying, they went to Valentine who met them afterwards in a secret place, and joined them in the sacrament of
matrimony. It was only a matter of time before Claudius came to know of this "friend of lovers," and had him arrested.
While awaiting his sentence in prison, Valentine was approached by his jailor, Asterius. It was said that Valentine had some
saintly abilities and one of them granted him the power to heal people. Asterius had a blind daughter and knowing of the
miraculous powers of Valentine he requested the latter to restore the sight of his blind daughter. Through the vehicle of
his strong faith, it appears that Valentine in some way did succeed to help Asterius' blind daughter.
When Claudius II met Valentine, he was said to have been impressed by the dignity and conviction of the latter. However,
Valentine refused to agree with the emperor regarding the ban on marriage. It is also said that the emperor tried to
convert Valentine to the Roman gods but was unsuccessful in his efforts. Valentine refused to recognize Roman Gods and
even attempted to convert the emperor, knowing the consequences fully. This angered Claudius II who gave the order of
execution of Valentine.
Meanwhile, a deep friendship had been formed between Valentine and Asterius' daughter. It caused great grief to the
young girl to hear of his friend's imminent death. It is said that just before his execution, Valentine asked for a pen and
paper from his jailor, and signed a farewell message to her "From Your Valentine," a phrase that lived ever after.
Thus 14th February became a day for all lovers and Valentine became its Patron Saint. It began to be annually observed by
young Romans who offered handwritten greetings of affection, known as Valentines, on this day to the women they admired.
With the coming of Christianity, the day came to be known as St. Valentine's Day.
By the Middle Ages, Valentine became as popular as to become one of the most popular saints in England and France. Despite
attempts by the Christian church to sanctify the holiday, the association of Valentine’s Day with romance and courtship
continued through the Middle Ages. The holiday evolved over the centuries. By the 18th century, gift-giving and exchanging
hand-made cards on Valentine's Day had become common in England. Hand-made valentine cards made of lace, ribbons, and
featuring cupids and hearts began to be created on this day and handed over to the man or woman one loved.
This tradition eventually spread to the American colonies. It was not until the 1840s that Valentine's Day greeting cards
began to be commercially produced in the U.S. The first American Valentine's Day greeting cards were created by Esther A.
Howlanda Mount Holyoke, a graduate and native of Worcester. Mass. Howland, known as the Mother of the Valentine, made
elaborate creations with real lace, ribbons and colorful pictures known as "scrap". It was when Howland began Valentine's
cards in a large scale that the tradition really caught on in the United States. Today, Valentine's Day is one of the major
holidays in the U.S. and has become a booming commercial success. According to the Greeting Card Association, 25% of all
cards sent each year are "valentines.
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