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I am an idea kind of person who likes to think about and understand things. Maybe you have noticed. My dad
used to say, and sometimes still does, “Allen, you think too much.” I guess that I do, sometimes even to the point of
whipping the proverbial “dead horse,” hoping to get it to go a little further and probably frustrating those who are
thinking with me. But still, I just like to think about things, especially those that are separated by only the finest of
details. Sometimes these thinking sessions result in a headache. But, other times they open doors of understanding
that make a profound impact on my life.
For instance, a while back, a friend of mine and I were talking, and I made the statement that a covenant was
like a contract. He disagreed, and I challenged him to explain. We went back and forth a few minutes, and the result
of the conversation was that neither one of us understood covenants and contracts to the degree that we could speak
intelligently about them, and definitely not to the degree that we could help someone else understand them.
Therefore, that subject became the focus of some of my “spare time thinking” for a while.
To help bring you a little deeper into my conversation with my friend and into the reason that I think that it is
important to be able to make the distinction between a covenant and a contract, I begin with numbers. Just good old
fashioned counting tells us that we find the word “covenant” many times in the Bible. As a matter of fact, it is found
295 times in the Old Testament and 37 times in the New Testament when counted in the NIV translation of the Bible.
But we find the word “contract” a grand total of zero times. So, I had to ask myself why did my beloved and much
learned Old Testament professor so long ago say that a covenant was like a contract?
To the best of my figuring, he described it that way because contract was a word and a concept that his
students, including me, could understand and we were somewhat familiar. In that, both a contract and a covenant
have two participating parties with some degree of responsibility to one another. That comparison is correct on the
surface, but still not complete and maybe a little deceiving when we dig a little deeper. A contract in its most basic
terms is an agreement between two parties with each party having specific responsibilities to the other. For instance
automobile loans or home mortgages. In such contracts, each entity has specific responsibilities. The buyer has a
responsibility to make payments at prescribed times, and the seller in return has the responsibility to accurately
record the receipt of these payments and relinquish ownership to the buyer when he or she has made all of the
payments. Also when examining a contract, we see that a contract is legalistic and self-serving, in that each party sees
it as a document that gives them certain rights and binds the other party to complete that which were agreed upon.
Covenants, on the other hand, are very different. Where a contract is made in suspicion, a covenant is made in trust
with the intent of cementing love and relationship; think about marriage vows. Where a contract is about setting
limits and creating boundaries, a covenant opens the parties involved to one another more fully; again think
marriage vows. Where a contract is a guarantee, a covenant is a pledge from one person to another for the other
person’s good and the good of the relationship. Where a contract depends on an outside source to enforce it and
binds the makers of the contract, a covenant relies solely on the commitment of one person to another.
Why is the distinction between contracts and covenants so important to me, today? The reason is the empty
tomb of Easter is so easy to simply acknowledge and celebrate one time a year. Then we walk away without really
understanding the depth of the covenant that God has made with us. When God made a covenant with Noah, it was
sealed with a rainbow. When God made a covenant with Abraham, it was sealed in the promise of an eternal lineage.
As for us, God has made a covenant of life. A life, abundant and eternal, that provides to the uttermost, maybe not in
money or worldly treasures, but a life based on living and understanding the love of God. A covenant that always has
our best interest at its center, a covenant initiated not for gain, but for love. The Apostle Paul, as he tried to capture
this thought for himself, and for the church of Ephesus, said it this way. That you “may have

this thought for himself, and for the church of Ephesus, said it this way. That you “may have power, together with all the
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—
that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God."
We are people whom God has made a covenant with: people who have been promised life, people with a sure hope,
people who have the opportunity and the ability to truly know God’s love for us. This year, as we continue to prepare for and
then celebrate Easter, let’s intentionally live as people who are evermore exploring the covenant God has made with us that
we might have life and have it more abundantly.
Peace and blessings,

Allen
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Just for future reference, the following is the way the process works. All tithes, offerings, and monetary gifts are
counted during the Sunday morning worship service. This happens for two reasons. One is that all of the tithes, offerings, and gifts
coming into Kresge are gifts to God and should be treated that way. Therefore they go into the offering plate and are
offered to God in our time of corporate worship.
Secondly, counting all monies that come into the church on Sunday morning is the way our financial process is
set up for accounting purposes. This means that for an offering that is mailed or delivered to the church to count in a certain week
it must be in the church office by Thursday morning of that week. If not, the offering, tithe, or gift will go into the next week's offering.
On rare occasions, when I check the mail on Friday or Saturday and recognize there is an offering in the mail delivery. I will
place it in the offering plate that week. But that is the exception, rather than the rule. One other piece of information that may
also be helpful, I never check the mail slot in the office door. Anything that is placed in the slot after Wednesday evening
is not removed until the next Monday morning when Debbi opens up the office.
I hope this answers any questions.

Allen

We take delight in answering your prayer requests. In order to be accurate in our prayers, we
need to know your name, as well as the person in the request. In this way
we can follow up on the progress of each individual request. It would also be helpful
for our prayers, to know the needs of the person we are praying for
so that we may include these in our prayers.

“Praying that you will be filled with His mighty glorious strength
so that you can keep going no matter what.” Colossians 1:11
The Tuesday Morning Prayer Group
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MAY 1, 2017
1st ANNUAL
Polk Foster Parent
Association
Polk County Foster Parent

GOLF TOURNAMENT
We will be hosting our first annual golf tournament
benefiting the Foster Parents in Polk County. All funds
raised will be donated to help with extracurricular
activities and Christmas for children placed in Polk
County Foster homes. The Polk County Foster Parent
Association is a 501c3 non-profit organization. Thank
you in advance for your tax deductible donation.
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Association
PO Box 1999
Cedartown, GA 30125
Danyel Fontenot-President
(678)988-5819

May 1, 2018 (8am-Noon
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BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

