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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Matthew 4:18-22 (New King James Version)
And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea;
for they were fishermen. Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” They immediately left their nets
and followed Him. Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee, their father, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him.
I have been to the place where this scene plays out. It is a beach along the Sea of Galilee. There is now a sidewalk that
meanders under some shady hardwoods down from the parking area, past a church that was built on the site, then out onto a beach
that is covered by smooth flat stones. It is a beautiful place, one where you might want to take off your shoes and wade a few
minutes, or maybe picnic under the nearby trees and enjoy the afternoon breeze.
The person who was leading our tour told us that this would have been a place where the boats were kept, nets were mended,
and the fisherman would have launched out for their daily fishing trips. If you are a fisherman or a person who has watched as
someone else has prepared to go fishing, you know that getting ready to fish is often time consuming and a lot of work. Because
lines, and nets, if you are using them, have to be straightened. Paddles and life jackets have to be put on board. The boat then has to
be arranged, so that you can walk back safely, without tripping over anything. After the boat is rigged, the fishing poles have to have
line and hooks, bait and ice then must be bought and put in their place. And it seems there are many other tasks that always take a
little longer than you think that they should, as you get ready to go fishing. The fishing part is usually fun and relaxing, but the
preparation can be hard work.
Usually when we think about the story of Jesus calling fishermen to be disciples the words that stand out to us are Jesus
saying, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” The idea that I have heard preached, and have preached myself, is that
Jesus calls His disciples, and us, to be fishers of people. That is to witnesses to our faith in the world around us. As I have pondered
this scene lately it has dawned on me, though, fishing not only means baiting a hook and putting it in the water. But, it also means
that you have to do all the hard work before you go so that the trip is even possible and hopefully productive.
When Jesus called the disciples to fish for people, He did not have them form a huddle like a football quarterback does when
he is calling a play. He did not say now Peter you go here. Andrew, you go here. James, you go over there, and I’ll go here, and we
will meet back at 7:30 so you can tell me how you did. No, we usually miss a very important step in the process. We take for granted
the part of the story where Jesus called the disciples, and they followed him, agreeing to be discipled, or to be learners in the faith.
On the day that Jesus called those first men, he did not send them out. But, He began to disciple them and train them for the task.
And for the next three years He worked with them so that they could not only fish for people, but so they could train others to fish for
people, as well.
In our world today we move so fast, and we want everything right now. So, often, we try to skip over the hard work of
getting ready. But that is not the way that Jesus grew the disciples, and it is not the way that you and I will become our very best for
Jesus and the work that He is calling us to do. I found a great quote this week. It says, "Any great achievement - be it a beautiful
building, a winning sports team, or a successful life - must start with a solid foundation. Yet in our society, which is increasingly
focused on ‘quick fix’ answers and ‘fast track’ careers, few people have the patience to build a proper foundation, and even fewer
people have the skills to convince others to do so.” For our purposes, the author is saying that for our Christian lives to be what God
meant for them to be, we have to put in the hard work so that we might be the best disciples that we can be.
Our Bible studies begin in a few weeks. Each of them are studies that will grow you in your faith not just for you, but for the
world around you. You can find more information in Sunday’s bulletin, or you can call Debbie at the church, and she will help you
out. May God bless you as you prepare to become a fisher of people.

Peace and Blessings,
Allen
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Labor Day, the first Monday in September,
is a creation of the labor movement and
is dedicated to the social and economic
achievements of American workers. It
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the
contributions workers have made to the
strength, prosperity, and well-being
of our country.
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