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It is almost over. Hallelujah! 
"k * Ye ojalaf_ l`ak egjfaf_· o] `Yn] YZgml l`Yl log o]]ck Z]^gj] gmj [gmfljq oadd ^afYddq ]d][l Y f]o hj]ka\]flº * \gfÂl 

think I have ever been more anxious and more ready for anything to end than I am this election. The past months have tested our 

nation and at times our faith in humanity. The accusations, the bickering, the bad behavior on both sides and the scandals covered by 

the media have become the highlight of the every hour news programs. Rather than, the disgrace they once would have been. I for 

one am glad there will not be another presidential debate in this election cycle. Because I am not sure that I earn enough money to 

purchase the needed quantity of antacids to make it through another ninety minutes of retorts, interruptions, and general disdain the 

candidates and moderators seem to have for one another. 

The behavior of these public personalities has raised a question in my mind in the past few days, though. It concerns our 

behavior and our attitudes when all of this is finally over. I am sure that you have noticed that the presidential candidates and their 

pundits have not been the only ones acting out lately. There have been many who have taken to Facebook and other social media 

platforms to share their opinions, the supposed dirt they have found on the demon candidate on the other side, and sometimes even 

their lack of respect for those who hold views different than their own. 

This brings me to us and our treatment of one another. How do you think we will view one another and get along with each 

other when this election is finally over? Pause to ponder that question for a moment. How do you think that we will look at one 

another and treat one another when this election is finally over? 

I am sure that you an\ * `Yn]fÂlº #ml· * ogf\]j `go eYfq ^gdck `Yn] Ydj]Y\q [jgkk]\ Y daf] l`Yl [YfÂl Z] mf[jgkk]\ oal` 

family or friends? How many have said things unknowingly that severed close ties with people that used to make them smile or that 

they called upon when their \Yq· gj l`]aj o]]c· gj l`]aj dan]k· o]j]fÂl _gaf_ o]dd¿ .YqZ] al ak bmkl e]º #ml· * \gfÂl Z]da]n] l`] 

daZ]jYlagf l`Yl kg eYfq `Yn] ^gmf\ af kg[aYd e]\aY Yf\ gmj Ãbmkl kYqafÂÄ ege]flk `Yn] \jYof mk [dgk]j lg l`] h]ghd] Yjgmf\ mk or 

have enhanced our Christian witness. Instead, I think it tends to tear down far more than it strengthens. 

8`]f l`] #aZd] khgc] g^ 'Y[]Zggc· 5oall]j· 4fYh[`Yl· Yf\ ]n]f gmj Ãbmkl kYqafÂÄ ege]flk al oYk hj]llq [d]Yjº *l j]eaf\k mk 

to use our words and our witness carefully. As Jesus spoke of the fruit of a tree and the fruit of our lives in Matthew 12, He said that 

good trees bear good fruit and bad trees bear bad fruit and that the attitudes and thoughts a person gives their hearts and minds to 

will surely overflow from their mouths. The writer of Proverbs said in Proverbs 18 that our words have the power of life and death in 

our relationships and those who we have influence over are built-up or torn down by what we say. James reminds us in chapter 3 to 

be careful with our words because they are so easy to misuse, and sometimes so quickly cause irreparable harm.  

There are other places where the Bible informs us concerning the use of our words in our world and our relationships. The 

words that speak to me the most and that I try to keep in mind are a word of encouragement found in the New Testament Epistles. 

Ephesians 4:29 says, "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 

according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listenÄ(NIV). Proverbs 25:11 goes a little further in helping us see what should 

our goal be when it says, ÃY ogj\ ^aldq khgc]f ak dac] Yhhd]k g^ _gd\ af k]llaf_k g^ kadn]jÄ(NKJV). 

5`] ]d][lagf oadd Z] gn]j af bmkl Y ^]o k`gjl \Yqkº -]lÂk fgl d]l gmj klrong feelings about it today ruin friendships that we 

would otherwise enjoy a lifetime.          

Peace and Blessings, 

Allen    
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Christmas Joy is so special, 
HČl fhuhmf hs sn xnt- 

 

 

To place you order: 
L. Susan Stroup 

Sstroup@murphyharpst.org 
Or 

770-748-1500 ext. 203  
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This, this is Christ the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and 

Angels sing 

Haste, haste, to bring Him laud 

The Baby, the son of Mary. 

This Christmas may 

you be 

As joyful as the Angel 

and 

as peaceful as the 

Baby Jesus 
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