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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Who’s still focused on this season of Lent? I am and I hope that you are. As I write today, it is the 17th day of our 40-day
journey. I have to confess that I am not quite as excited about it as I was on day 1. No, I haven’t given up on Lent and I do still want
to know God in a deeper way. But, day after day of trying to be especially intensely genuinely profoundly focused, reminds us that
remaining alert and attentive to the things of God for the long haul is quite difficult and that every day is not fun and games. That
is life though, isn’t it? With the dawning of each new morning comes a new challenge, a new hope, a new anxiety, or maybe the
same old anxieties that we have known for a long will come again, packaged in a new way.

One of the things that we learn about life is that not every day ends in victory. This week, I was thinking of Jesus as He was
challenged and tempted in the Judean wilderness at the beginning of His ministry. After a few days the doldrums of the wilderness
surely had to set in. The loneliness, and the moments (maybe hours or days) of depression were soon found to be unfriendly, yet
relentless. Yes, the wilderness might have been an interesting place in the beginning, after all the challenge was new. But after the
first week, and then the second, and then the third, things were not as fresh and new as they were on day one. Maybe Jesus began
to wish that the birds would learn a new song. Maybe He began to wonder which desert lizard was the fastest? Maybe He
wondered when the tempting would be over? Maybe He began to wonder what it was all about, and if at the end any good would
be found as a result of His trouble.

The New American Standard Bible says of Jesus’ time in the wilderness, “And after He had fasted forty days and forty
nights, He then became hungry” (Mt. 4:2). Did you catch that? Jesus “fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry?”
I know me, and it would not have taken forty days and nights for me to become hungry. Sometimes, if I am not careful, I catch
myself with something headed to my mouth every forty minutes, much less forty days. And do not worry; I am not about to
suggest that you and I fast for the remaining days of Lent. But, what I am calling for is for us to refocus. Jesus, to fast for the forty
days an forty nights, had to remain focused and steadfast in His pursuit. He had to have more on His mind that the song of the
birds or the how many days were left till it was over. To endure to the end, Jesus had to embrace the big picture. Jesus had to say
to Himself moment-by-moment and day-by-day, “I will endure and defeat this temptation in the here and now.”

That is our call for the next 23 days; that we stay the course, that we refocus our hearts and our minds on knowing more deeply the
God that we serve. We can make it from here. In the power of the Holy Spirit we can make it. And as these days of Lent unfold we
can come to know our God more deeply that we ever have before

Peace and Blessings,

Allen
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FROM THE UPPER ROOM TO THE EMPTY TOMB

Plan to walk the journey of Jesus
During Holy Week as you
relate to His last hours.
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The Easter Bunny
The exact origins of this mythical mammal are unclear. According to some sources, the Easter bunny
first arrived in America in the 1700s with German immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania and
transported their tradition of an egg-laying hare called “Osterhase” or “Oschter Haws.” Their children
made nests in which this creature could lay its colored eggs. Eventually, the custom spread across
the U.S. and the fabled rabbit’s Easter morning deliveries expanded to include chocolate and other
types of candy and gifts, while decorated baskets replaced nests. Additionally, children often left out
carrots for the bunny in case he got hungry from all his hopping.

Easter Eggs
Easter eggs are said to represent Jesus’ emergence from the tomb and resurrection. Decorating
eggs for Easter is a tradition that dates back to at least the 13th century, according to some sources.
Easter egg hunts and egg rolling are two popular egg-related traditions.

The largest Easter egg ever made was over 25 feet high and weighed over 8,000 pounds. It was
built out of chocolate and marshmallow and supported by an internal steel frame.

Easter Parade
In New York City, the Easter Parade tradition dates back to the mid-1800s, when the upper crust of
society would attend Easter services at various Fifth Avenue churches then stroll outside afterward,
showing off their new spring outfits and hats. Average citizens started showing up along Fifth Avenue
to check out the action. The tradition reached its peak by the mid-20th century. The event has no
religious significance.
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March 12, 10:30AM- Noon
(Krispy Kreme Donuts and Coffee Provided)

Habitat Building, 10 Central Plaza
“Make a Difference in the Life of a Habitat Family”
To register or for more information call 706-378-0030.
Habitat Mentors befriend a
Habitat Family during the
Construction of their new
Home and for one year
After they move into their
home. Mentors offer
support, encouragement,
and friendship. Join us and
learn how you may
become a successful
Habitat Mentor
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1

WEDNESDAY
2

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

6

7
Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

13

8
Kresge Cares
6:00 pm

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

14

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

15
Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

Clean Team 5

Trustees 6:30
20Palm Sunday
Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

21

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

Church Council
6:30

27

Easter
Sunday

23

24
Maundy
Thursday

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

Finance 6:30

28

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

22

29

30
Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

31

25
Good Friday

26

BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

