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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Like many of you I have a Facebook account. It seems almost everyone does these days. I am not
the best of the Facebook crowd I suppose. As I am not often one to post, comment, or offer an opinion. For
the most part, I am just a “like” and sometimes “share” person. So if you are looking for an inside track
into how my mind works, you will not add much information to your knowledge base by becoming my
Facebook friend. Still, I have gotten into the habit of taking a few minutes each day to find out what is
going on with family, friends, and to expose myself to the things people are talking about in modern
society. Which, brings me to the thing that I wanted to think about with you today.
Not long ago I read an article that someone posted on Facebook about the Bible and how
Christians continually violate the laws we find written in our Holy Book. For the most part, the author
jumped around the book of Leviticus citing laws found there that Christians do not follow or even seem to
acknowledge in our present age. For instance, not being able to touch a football because it’s made of
pigskin. Sure enough the Bible does say in Leviticus 11:7-8 that the Israelites were not to touch a pig,
dead or alive, nor eat its meat. Besides the loss of a favorite fall pass time, adhering to such words would
take the sausage off of our breakfast plates, pork chops off our supper tables, as well as the ribs, and
Boston butts off our backyard barbecue and out of our tailgate parties as we prepare for the big game.
Perish the thought and bite your tongue!
Another example the author cited from Leviticus was a prohibition against haircuts and beard
trims that resulted in rounded hairstyles. Again, the author was able to cite chapter and verse and a
prohibition found in chapter Leviticus 19:27. “Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the
edges of your beard.” As thinking people we might naturally ask the question were the Jews, and now
Christian people, really supposed to live so out-of-step with the world, its customs, and its styles?
That question gives us insight into the reason for all of the seemingly strange laws that we find in
the Old Testament, and especially in the book of Leviticus. When we examine the book of Leviticus and
its context carefully, what we find is its words and restrictions were given directly to the Israelites

precisely when God rescued them following four hundred years of captivity in Egypt. The type of Levitical
Law that covers hairstyles, dietary restrictions, the mixing a differing kinds of threads in the same cloth,
and guided many other areas of life is called Ceremonial Law, and was given specifically to lead the
Israelites through the infancy stage of getting to know God.
On the surface, one thing may not seem to be related to the other. But, the book of Leviticus was
actually given as words of instruction in holy living and holy life to the Israelites. It was meant to help
the Israelites understand the moral and virtuous nature of God. At the same time, it was meant to teach
the Israelites that as God’s people they were called to live separate and distinct lives from the peoples
around them.
While the Israelites had been under the rule of the Egyptians they had eaten Egyptian foods, they
had worn hand-me-down Egyptian clothing, and they had witnesses and probably practiced the Egyptian
holidays and festivals. During those four hundred years of captivity, the Israelites had become Egyptianized. In other words, they had been greatly influenced by Egyptian culture and values; a lifestyle that did
not lead them toward God, rather away. A recurring admonition in the book of Leviticus counseled and
encouraged the people of Israel to be holy because God is holy and God’s people are called to walk in God’s
footsteps and not to follow the pattern of the world. Therefore, the Levitical Law was not given as a be-alland-end-all pattern of life in order to follow God. Rather, it was given as a training wheels kind of faith
for the people of God to learn what God is like and the way they should live their lives in order to be in
relationship with Him.
So, what does this have to do with Facebook and the article that I read? Simply the fact that it was
the author’s agenda to minimize the Bible and Christian teaching by emphasizing a part of the Scriptures
Christians seldom visits and hardly understand. He wanted to misrepresent and highlight portions of
Scripture that emphasize Ceremonial Law, which was never meant to guide our present age. His
intention was to discredit Christianity and feed the world’s desire to be unfettered by God and not
responsible to live in a way other than the one that serves its selfish desires.
The Christian faith and its Scriptures have stood the test of time for more than two thousand
years, though. God’s Word to us is not irrelevant or out of date. It has not been proved a relic from the
past. It is as powerful and mighty as it has ever been. It is still meant to guide us in our relationship with
God. But, it is up to us to never let the world rob us of the Bible’s power to inform our lives for the reason
that we are too lazy to study, or because we simply take some stranger at their word due to some high
sounding argument they have constructed. The Bible has been and is still given, as God’s Word and God’s
gift to us, even the chapters and verses that we sometimes find hard to understand.

Thank you everyone for your help with Kamp
Kresge Vacation Bible School.
The kids had a GREAT time because of all you did.

Annual Conference Report 2016
Each year for 150 years, North Georgia Methodists have met to celebrate the
past and point to the future. This year’s session was held June 7 -9 in Athens with the
theme “Bound for Greater Things.” It was my privilege to represent Kresge as its lay
member, along with Pastor Allen Carmichael. Frank Norris, Susan Stroup and Cindi
Hicks also attended in various district and conference capacities.
Business and administrative matters offered few surprises this year. Various
organizations reported on the work they do to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world” and to serve the needs of our neighbors. Administrative
leaders brought us up to date on budget, insurance, pension and other financial
matters. I am happy to report that Kresge contributed $380 to the “Raise the Roof”
offering for services to the homeless and hungry.
The highlight of the week for many of us was the worship services. Holy
Communion was available each morning. On Tuesday evening Bishop Watson
ordained new clergy deacons and elders, as well as commissioning and licensing
others in specialized ministries. In a service Tuesday we honored the memory of
pastors and pastors’ spouses who had died in the last year. Wednesday’s recognition
of pastors retiring this year was full of laughter and poignant moments. The music for
each service was meaningful and inspiring, with varied music styles andmber 1.
Election and assignment of bishops will take place at Jurisdictional Conference July
13-15. I will give an updated report at the next Church Council meeting regarding the
election and assignment of bishops.
Harriett Norris
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“If we ever forget that we are
One Nation Under God,
then we will be a Nation
gone under."
- Ronald Reagan
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