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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
“An inventor fails 999 times, and if he succeeds once, he's in. (A true inventor is one) who treats his
failures simply as practice shots.” (Charles F. Kittering)
I was reading an article the other day, which talked about failed inventions. Did you know
that people have invented and tried to market things like scrambled eggs on a stick, toaster french
fries, and candle/forks for birthday cake convenience? And, there were other inventions even
crazier than these. For instance the baby dust mop, a little one piece suit with dust mop tentacles
sown on so that as the baby crawled around on the floor it would not only have fun, but also pick
up dust at the same time; (smiling infant not included). In the baby department there was another
invention that caught my eye, the motorized baby stroller. This invention not only propelled the
swaddled child at a semi-high rate of speed, but had a little pull behind cart that mom or dad could
stand on to ride and steer. There was also Smell-o-vision, a product designed to enable
moviegoers to smell the scenes of a movie while they watched them on the big screen. I wonder
what the latest Star Wars movie would have smelled like if this product had made it into
production?
The reason these crazy inventions came to mind is that I have had failure and success on my
mind as we begin this new year. Everyone is a fan of success, everyone ooohs and aaahs over it.
When our plans turn out and we succeed, there is plenty of congratulations and backslapping to go
around. Never do you see someone frown at success, unless they have the heart of Jonah. On the
other end of the scale, failure is another matter entirely. Where success is inspirational, failure is a
spirit killer. Where success brings blue skies, failure brings dark clouds. Where success brings
cheers, failure brings embarrassed uneasiness. One thing is for sure though, success seldom
comes without failure, and usually we are heavier on the failure side than we are on the side of
success. Stumbles and missteps abound. But we have to keep trying, not only in the physical
world, but in the spiritual world as well.
The Apostle Paul says something that resonates with me in Philippians 3 as he speaks of his
own Christian walk and his pursuit of Christ. Here are his words:
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet
to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus.(NIV)
I, like Paul, find myself not what I hope to be as a Christian, as a follower of Christ, as a disciple and
learner, or as a witness to my faith. Yet at the same time I find, in Christ, I do have that potential.

And, you do too. Paul’s words become a renewed call in the New Year to really know God on a
deeper level than ever before, and a louder call still, to try again when we have a setback or we fail.
I want to let you in on a little secret. Everyone that has ever attempted to know the Bible
better, pray more, or more closely follow the Savior has failed on some level and had to resolve to
start again. Yes, everyone from your dear sweet Sunday School teacher to your sage old grandpa.
That thought should not depress us though. Rather it should inspire, as we too struggle against
the things that hinder us and the sin that so easily entangles, that we might run the race that is
marked out for us. Let us not be afraid or discouraged by our failures. But may we be renewed in
the understanding that it is in the struggle that we are drawn closer to God.
Thomas Edison held one thousand ninety-three patents for his many different inventions.
He is remembered most for the electric light bulb, the phonograph and motion picture camera.
But did you also know that he invented the concrete piano, concrete living room furniture, and
even a concrete bed? You’ve never heard of them? Great success never comes without failure.
Press on toward the goal.
Peace and Blessings,

Allen
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Many of the superstitions associated with the event bear the common theme that activities engaged in on that day set the
pattern for the year to come. Others have to do with warding off evil spirits or attracting luck.
Because January 1 is the first day of the new year, we have drawn a connection between what we do on that day and our fate
throughout the rest of the year. Here are some of the ways we attempt to guarantee a good outcome through our acts on that
portentous first day:






Kissing at midnight: We kiss those dearest to us at midnight not only to share a moment of celebration with our favorite
people, but also to ensure those affections and ties will continue throughout the next twelve months. To fail to smooch our
significant others at the stroke of twelve would be to set the stage for a year of coldness.
Stocking Up: The new year must not be seen in with bare cupboards, lest that be the way of things for the year. Larders
must be topped up and plenty of money must be placed in every wallet in the home to guarantee prosperity.
Paying Off Bills: The new year should not be begun with the household in debt, so checks should be written and mailed off
prior to January 1st. Likewise, personal debts should be settled before the New Year arrives.
First Footing: The first person to enter your home after the stroke of midnight will
influence the year you're about to have. Ideally, he should be dark-haired, tall, and goodlooking, and it would be even better if he came bearing certain small gifts such as a lump
of coal, a silver coin, a bit of bread, a sprig of evergreen, and some salt. Blonde and
redhead first footers bring bad luck, and female first footers should be shooed away
before they bring disaster down on the household. Aim a gun at them if you have to, but
don't let them near your door before a man crosses the threshold.
The first footer (sometimes called the "Lucky Bird") should knock and be let in
rather than unceremoniously use a key, even if he is one of the householders. After
greeting those in the house and dropping off whatever small tokens of luck he has
brought with him, he should make his way through the house and leave by a different
door than the one through which he entered. No one should leave the premises before
the first footer arrives — the first traffic across the threshold must be headed in rather
than striking out.
First footers must not be cross-eyed or have flat feet or eyebrows that meet in the
middle.
Nothing prevents the cagey householder from stationing a dark-haired man outside the
home just before midnight to ensure the speedy arrival of a suitable first footer as soon
as the chimes sound. If one of the partygoers is recruited for this purpose, impress upon
him the need to slip out quietly just prior to the witching hour.



Nothing Goes Out: Nothing — absolutely nothing, not even garbage — is to leave the house on the first day of the year. If
you've presents to deliver on New Year's Day, leave them in the car overnight. Don't so much as shake out a rug or take the
empties to the recycle bin.
Some people soften this rule by saying it's okay to remove things from the home on New Year's Day provided
something else has been brought in first. This is similar to the caution regarding first footers; the year must begin with
something's being added to the home before anything subtracts from it.
One who lives alone might place a lucky item or two in a basket that has a string tied to it, then set the basket just
outside the front door before midnight. After midnight, the lone celebrant hauls in his catch, being careful to bring the item
across the door jamb by pulling the string rather than by reaching out to retrieve it and thus breaking the plane of the
threshold.
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Food: A tradition common to the southern states of the USA dictates that the eating of black-eyed peas on New Year's Day
will attract both general good luck and financial good fortune in particular to the one doing the dining. Some choose to add
other Southern fare (such as ham hocks, collard greens, or cabbage) to this tradition, but the black-eyed peas are key.
Other "lucky" foods are lentil soup (because lentils supposedly look like coins), pork (because poultry scratches backwards,
a cow stands still, but a pig roots forward, ergo those who dine upon pork will be moving forward in the new year), and
sauerkraut (probably because it goes so well with pork).
Another oft-repeated belief holds that one must not eat chicken or turkey on the first day of the year lest, like the birds in
question, diners fate themselves to scratch in the dirt all year for their dinner (that is, bring poverty upon themselves).



Work: Make sure to do — and be successful at — something related to your work on the first day of the year, even if you
don't go near your place of employment that day. Limit your activity to a token amount, though, because to engage in a
serious work project on that day is very unlucky.
Also, do not do the laundry on New Year's Day, lest a member of the family be 'washed away' (die) in the upcoming
months. The more cautious eschew even washing dishes.






New Clothes: Wear something new on January 1 to increase the likelihood of your receiving more new garments during
the year to follow.
Money: Do not pay back loans or lend money or other precious items on New Year's Day. To do so is to guarantee you'll
be paying out all year.
Breakage: Avoid breaking things on that first day lest wreckage be part of your year. Also, avoid crying on the first day of
the year lest that activity set the tone for the next twelve months.

Other superstitions attaching to the beginning of the new year are:








Letting the Old Year Out: At midnight, all the doors of a house must be opened to let the old year escape unimpeded. He
must leave before the New Year can come in, says popular wisdom, so doors are flung open to assist him in finding his way
out.
Loud Noise: Make as much noise as possible at midnight. You're not just celebrating; you're scaring away evil spirits, so do
a darned good job of it!
According to widespread superstition, evil spirits and the Devil himself hate loud noise. We celebrate by making as much of
a din as possible not just as an expression of joy at having a new year at our disposal, but also to make sure Old Scratch and
his minions don't stick around. (Church bells are rung on a couple's wedding day for the same reason.)
The Weather: Examine the weather in the early hours of New Year's Day. If the wind blows from the south, there will be
fine weather and prosperous times in the year ahead. If it comes from the north, it will be a year of bad weather. The wind
blowing from the east brings famine and calamities. Strangest of all, if the wind blows from the west, the year will witness
plentiful supplies of milk and fish but will also see the death of a very important person. If there's no wind at all, a joyful
and prosperous year may be expected by all.
Born on January 1: Babies born on this day will always have luck on their side.
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7

Trustees 6:30

Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

10
Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
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17

11
SPRC 6:30 pm

Church Council
6:30pm
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Breakfast
9:30 am
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Worship Service
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5th Sun. Dinner
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Morning Prayer
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Finance
6:30pm
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Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

Human Relations
Day
Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

13
6:00 pm

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

24

12

Kresge Kids
Workers
Meeting
6 pm

25

26

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

27
Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

28

Tear Here to Share

On Tuesday Jan. 12, 2016 beginning at 6pm we will host our fourth KRESGE CARES support group
meeting. As you know this new ministry is an opportunity for patients, survivors, and family members
dealing with the difficulties of Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease, and Cancer to come together for
mutual support. Each meeting begins with a gathering, a short devotional, and a fellowship meal, followed by
breakout sessions for subgroups. Each sub-group will meet for a time of sharing, mutual support, and the
exchange of ideas and best practices. When possible we will also have professionals on hand for education
and question and answer sessions.
If you know someone who could benefit from this new area of ministry,
here is the information they will need.
 The support groups meet the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm.
 There are no fees or formal enrollment, but if it is possible an RSVP submitted by email to
KresgeCareGroups@gmail.com or by calling 770.748.4308 would be helpful as we plan the meal.
 Kresge United Methodist Church is located at 15 Booger Hollow Road, Cedartown, GA 30125
 For more information call 770-748-4308 between 8:45 am and noon, or call anytime and leave a
message and someone will return the call.

BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

