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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
It's beginning to look a lot like Len..ent
Ev'rywhere you go;
Take a look in the five-and-ten, ashes from end to end
With burlap and sack cloth all around............
It just doesn’t work does it? And, I am coming to find there are really no secular or Christian songs that can be used to put
us in the mood and the right frame of heart for Lent. Used to be, Lent culminating in Easter, was the bees knees of the Christian
Holy times. The days before the all night sales, big box stores, and “winning the holidays” became a thing. Now days, everybody
knows about and goes wild over Christmas and the birthday of Jesus. But, not so much as the calendar pushes us to Lent. I guess
there might be a more genuine interest in Lent and a more intense season of repentance in our lives if Ash Wednesday was closer
to the delivery of Christmas spending credit card statements, than it is now. Regardless of the culture or the state of the present
age, Lent is right around the corner, though, and we need it as we prepare our hearts and lives for the Christ of Easter.
Lent in a recognizable form began to be observed by the early Church around AD 325 using a forty-day fast as its central
practice. This, of course, was a pattern adopted from Scripture and the time that Jesus spent in the wilderness being tempted by
the devil and denying His mortal desires. Days and practices varied for another two hundred and fifty years or so, until the model
we use today became the custom.
Ash Wednesday is the first day of the Lenten Season with the Saturday before Easter being the last. In the early church the
days of Lent were used for teaching and instructing new converts as they prepared for their baptism that occurred on the last day
of Lent. Later the Lenten season also became a time when those who had fallen away from the faith by committing serious sins
repented and were reclaimed so they might again know the privileges that each Christian receives in baptism. Sometimes there is a
little confusion concerning the days of Lent because there is more than forty if counted on the calendar. But the Lenten count does
not include the Sundays, because all Sundays are considered mini-Easters, with each week pointing us to the gospel and the
promise of our own resurrection. This year Ash Wednesday will be February 10th with our service time set for 6:30pm. I hope that
you will plan to be with us that night as we begin to seriously examine our lives.
Someone has described Lent as a time when we get a second chance in the beginning of the year to break the resolutions
that we have made to change our lives. But I think a better description would be that Lent is a time when we climb the spiritual
mountains in our lives: each step a challenge, loose rocks sometimes causing us to slip, moments of elations when we have a
glimpse of victory; when facing our foes, and of course the valleys that come when we realize that we have again failed. Lent,
though, is really not about the challenge or the victory; it is more about the journey. It is about relying on God to show you
something new about you and something new about Him. I want to invite you this year to give up that thing that you want or need
to give up. But, don’t let that thing be the goal or the prize. Instead, let the journey, and the struggle, and the faithfulness of God
be the prize that Lent calls us to. Today, while there is still time to prepare, begin to pray, find a special devotional or reading
guide, and make your preparation to spend the best forty days with God that you ever have. Though the path maybe difficult, and
you may find failure along the way, the God that you find at the end will be worth every minute, hour, and day of this season of
Lent.

Peace and Blessings,

Allen
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In December the Finance Committee and myself asked each of you to pray
about an end of year Christmas missional offering to be used to support the ministries
of the United Methodist Church in North Georgia and around the world. I have to say
that the response was overwhelming. Through your generosity and with a heart
for the Kingdom of God you gave 7000 dollars! These gifts were much appreciated by
our North Georgia Conference and those who will benefit from them. Your generosity
demonstrates the God-honoring heart of the people of the
Kresge United Methodist Church.
I am so proud to be your pastor. Thank you and God Bless.

Gifts were given in memory of:
Ken Upton (Multiple Gifts), Wayne Lee (Multiple Gifts), Preston & Virginia Mullinax, Preston Fife, Gary Stroup,
Bill Cheatwood, Willie Perkins, Francis & Elizabeth Norris,Slade &Marion Dean,
Tommy Dingler, Minnie Loyd, Carmen Himes (Multiple Gifts), Hermon & Annie Lee Garmon,
Wallace & Eloise Simpson, Olin & Ella Shiflett, Harry Lumpkin, Betty Himes, Jamie Carmichael

Gifts were given in honor of:
Sandra Dingler, Susan Stroup, Rev. Allen Carmichael(Multiple Gifts), Terry Simpson,Helen Cheatwood,
Allen & Bobbie Carmichael(Multiple gifts), Mark & Cindi Hicks, Debbi Zuker, Bobber & Margaret Jolly, Linda Lee,
Todd & Rhonda & Savannah Couey, Kena & Eddy & Sydney Greenway, TJ & Teresa & Hunter & Khloe Couey,
Kathy & Derek Miller, Adam Carmichael, The Carolers on December 18, 2015

Friends of the Month
When the month of February rolls around, we begin to think of those we love.
We have a wonderful love story in our church. The couple of this story are
Bob and Sybil Temple.
Bob and Sybil met 65+ years ago in Crosset, Arkansas. They married in 1951
and moved to Texas. After a couple of years, their daughter Lynn joined the family.
Two years later, they welcome their son Robert into the fold. What a grand surprise,
when 13 years later Robin became the 5th member of the family.
Bob was transferred to Cedartown in the early 60’s with his company,
where he worked as an accountant. They became part of the Kresge family on January 17, 1988.
Over the past few years, Bob has had some health problems; however, these trials have
not dampened his spirit nor dimmed his bright smile.
Bob and Sybil are a great asset to our church . Let us remember their love each other
and for our Kresge family during this month of love.

Bob & Sybil Temple * 247 E Girard Ave * Cedartown, GA 30125 * 770-748-4750
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Nursery
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The Nicaragua Mission team is sponsoring Rosa's family in building an addition to their house.
We will be having a

CHILI COOK-OFF on Saturday, February 20th at 5 pm.

Anyone wishing to fix a pot of chili to enter can pay a $10 entrance fee to Krista, Cindi, or Jill.
All church members and friends are invited to come enjoy--and vote for--their favorite chili!
Please make a donation at the meal to help with the cost of building on to Rosa's house.
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@The Mission Society
Dear Pastor Allen and congregation of Anna Kresge Memorial UMC,
We want to thank you for the support you have given for the ministry inNicaragua. Your concernandgenerosity
means a great deal to many people here.
We would like to give you an update of the various ministries which are made possible through your support.
This past year we have continuedwith our training of pastors, youth directors, lay health workers, community leaders,
Sunday School teachers and public schoolteachers.
Training has included evangelism, leadership skills, community development, and health promotions and disease
prevention.
Through a scholarship program, over fifty young people are receiving higher education at universities, English programs,
Bible schools and vocational schools.
Our Youth Leadership Team continues to meet monthly; the initial class of students has now been attending biblical
leadership classes for four years. It has been a joy to see the youth go forward into their communities and apply what
they have been learning.
This week, one led a music conference to provide trainingfor church leaders inthe area of praise/worship. Another
youth is organizing a project for young people to helpwith home repairs in the local community. Seven of the youth
are currently attending a conference where they are being trained to train others in the concepts of biblical
leadership. Three of the youth participated inan internshipprogramsponsored by one of our supporting churches in
Georgia. They were involved inall aspects of church ministry and had the opportunity to vastly improve their knowledge
of English. One of the interns headed out last week to serve as a missionary inGhana, Africa for two years.
We are continuing the work inthe remote communities of the Rio Bocay in northern Nicaragua. Currently there are
two schools and a clinic/training center under construction. One water project has been completed and another
one will begin in February 2016. Education for the children and clean water were two needs expressed by members of all
the villages on the river.
The Emergency Medical Fund (Siloam Fund) continues to help patients with medical needs. Prenatal care, surgeries,
medical exams, consults with specialists and medications have been providedfor patients who otherwise would not
have been able to receive this care. In2016, we will be providing training for lay health workers so that they will be able
to diagnose and treat basic medical conditions such as dehydration and malnutrition.
The Sewing Project is expanding into more communities. Sewing machines have been provided to all the sewing circles and
the leaders teach sewing skills to new members. Several women have been able to start their own small businesses with
earnings from the products they have made in their sewing classes.
Underlyingthese ministries isthe belief that lives can be impacted and communities transformed through the
power of Jesus Christ. Your faithful support is making this possible.
We wouldlike to share a couple prayer requests with you:
Erenia,the youth who left last week to serve inAfrica... for good health,
financial support, and a fruitful ministry
Peanut (Addie), our daughter... she started 2nc1 grade in a new school this year Ronnie and Angi... finding
balance between work and family
Sending you blessings,
Ronnie and Angi Hopkins Missionaries to Nicaragua
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SUNDAY
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TUESDAY

1

2

WEDNESDAY
3

Tuesday

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

6
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12

13

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

7

8

9

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

14

Kresge Cares
6:00 pm

15

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

21

22

Ash Wednesday

16

17

23

29

Service 6:30 pm

Samaritan
House

Clean Team
2
18

19

20

25

26

27

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

24

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

Samaritan
House
Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

28

10

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

Clean Team
3
Samaritan
House

Samaritan
House

Habitat for Humanity Coosa Valley
How to Apply for Habitat for Humanity

To Apply:
1. Attend the MANDATORY orientation meeting,
February 8, 2016, 6PM, at the Sara Hightower Library
at 205 Riverside Dr. in the Coosa Room.
At the meeting the qualifications for home
ownership will be thoroughly explained.
If you meet these qualifications and are interested in
continuing the process, you will receive an application.
2. Return the application and have a personal interview at a second
meeting on February 22, 2016 at 6PM in the same location.

For more information call 706-378-0030.
Tear Here to Share

On Tuesday Feb. 9, 2016 beginning at 6pm we will host our fifth KRESGE CARES support group
meeting. As you know this new ministry is an opportunity for patients, survivors, and family members
dealing with the difficulties of Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s disease, and Cancer to come together for
mutual support. Each meeting begins with a gathering, a short devotional, and a fellowship meal, followed by
breakout sessions for subgroups. Each sub-group will meet for a time of sharing, mutual support, and the
exchange of ideas and best practices. When possible we will also have professionals on hand for education
and question and answer sessions.
If you know someone who could benefit from this new area of ministry,
here is the information they will need.
 The support groups meet the second Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm.
 There are no fees or formal enrollment, but if it is possible an RSVP submitted by email to
KresgeCareGroups@gmail.com or by calling 770.748.4308 would be helpful as we plan the meal.
 Kresge United Methodist Church is located at 15 Booger Hollow Road, Cedartown, GA 30125
 For more information call 770-748-4308 between 8:45 am and noon, or call anytime and leave a
message and someone will return the call.

“And now faith, hope and
love abide, these three; and
the greatest of these is love.”
1 Corinthians 13:13
BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

