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If my figures are correct as I am writing today, it has been 103 days since we have had any
measurable rain in our area. It is so dry. I have been amazed how lately when our dogs, Rusty and Alvin,
are playing in the yard that they kick up so much dust that they are literally hidden by it. It has been so
bad a few times that I have to call to them so they could follow my voice and not get lost in the dust
cloud as they made their way back from the far side of the driveway. But, our case is not all that unusual.
From what I hear there are many affected by this dry, dry, weather. I have heard so many comments and
stories from people directly affected by our present unfavorable meteorological circumstances. For
instance, I have heard from a lot of fishermen who are seeing more and more catfish with canteens
strapped to their backs. I feel sorry for them poor lil’ ole catfish. I have also heard from a few dairymen
that say that the lack of moisture is having an adverse effect on their cows. Several of them have told me
how many of their prize milkers have begun to give powdered milk, and if not powdered milk at least
the evaporated kind. There are also reports of the adversity that the ducks in this area are facing. It
seems that many are now beginning to hatch wearing little duck flip-flops because there is not enough
water for them to learn to swim and they have to walk everywhere they go. This is just rumor, and I
certainly can’t vouch for this phenomenon because I haven’t seen it with my own two eyes, but another
thing I have heard is that some folks have been having trouble walking their dogs down at Peeks Park
lately. They claim it is because the trees are so dry that they have begun whistling for the dogs to come
over and mark them just so they can get a little drink. I have hope, though. Our county leaders have
decided that maybe they can ease the drought conditions a little by a plan conceived at the last
commissioners meeting. They have decided to spend the money to hold a couple of water pistol buyback days. The commissioners want everyone to know that these will definitely be a "don’t ask, don’t
tell" event so anyone who brings a water pistol in will not be liable for its origins or how it may have
been used in the past. Maybe their plan will bring enough relief to the local aquifer that we can get by
until the rains come again.
The outside is not the only place that we can find dry conditions. Sometimes when we look
inside, at our spiritual lives, they can seem a little dry, too. This time of the year is an opportunity to find
refreshment for our souls, though. No, not just in the days of Christmas, but in this season of Advent that
will lead us up to Christmas. For Christian people in our tradition Advent is a time when again we are
called to settle our hearts and minds on the idea the Jesus is coming again. Not as a babe in a manger,
but this time when He comes it will be the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Yes, the next few weeks
are going to be a little busy, and there will be a lot going on. But, along with the gifts that we give to
others this time of the year, let's give a gift to ourselves. Last week we began our Advent sermons series
with the idea that we must prepare because we do not know what day our Lord might come. This week
we will hear the words of John the Baptist as he calls his world and ours to repentance. The third week
we will hear from the Scriptures about how we can rely on God’s faithfulness to live into and then out of
any situation that we face in life. In week four we will be making our turn toward Bethlehem and be
reminded that anything is possible with God. And then on Christmas morning we will gather to sing Joy
to the World our Savior reigns. I hope that you will plan to be with us each Sunday of this precious
season as we gather for worship to see what God is doing in our lives and in our world.
Peace and Blessings,

Allen

Dec. 1 Diane Minshew
Kendra Cooper
Dec. 5 Linda Moody
Alma Jackson
Dec. 8 Randy Cook
Dec. 9 Larry Welchel
Dec. 11 Joe Cantrell
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Dec. 12 Allison Hicks
Dec. 17 Charles Himes
Trent Lumpkin
Dec. 18 Jesse Rimano
Dec. 20 Lou Pletcher
Dec. 21 Haley Ridgeway
Dec. 24 Lamar Owens

Dec. 18 Ronnie & Ruth Worthington
Dec. 21 Charlie & Lynn Self
Dec. 31 Jeff & Maria Masi
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Our annual gift tree has been put up in the narthex and decorated with gift wishes for the children and youth of Murphy-Harpst
Children's Centers. This is our 7th year supporting this local United Methodist mission and Susan's 19th year of serving as
"Santa." Each year the MHCC kids think this will be a Christmas like every other they have experienced – impersonal and sparse.
Are they ever wrong! Each year the residents on our list find out that Santa cared enough to get them just what they asked for!
We could not do this without our "shopper elves."
To help us organize and distribute your gifts, please use these guidelines:

Please return presents to the tree no later than December 7.
Do not wrap your gifts! Feel free to put gifts in un-taped gift boxes/bags or include tape and wrapping paper.
If purchasing an MP3 Player, please choose one that does not have camera functions and is not Wi-Fi capable. Good options are
the iPod Shuffle and the SanDisk Clip Jam.
Without question, our kids' favorite stores for clothes are Rue 21 (guys and girls), Factory Connection and Aeropostale. This might
help you pick out the right fashions.
Trust us on the name spellings – nothing is standard anymore! If there are initials or numbers after the first name, please use
them because this helps us identify the right child.
Please ask Jill questions if anything on your gift tag is unclear. If I can help you locate any of these items or help you understand
what they are, please contact me!
Jill Wells
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In reflecting on the year that is rapidly drawing to a close, I am thankful that the people of Kresge have continued in
service to God, the larger community, our own community and our church family.
Beyond our mission work funded through the General Budget we have also served by supporting the following:
 We were able to deliver 38 flood buckets to UMCOR for relief of flood victims.
 We prepared 48 shoeboxes for distribution to children by United Methodist supported missionaries working in
villages and cities around the world.
 We have volunteered approximately 135 hours to Samaritan House, and have helped stock their pantry with our
monthly contribution.
 We continue to support the Kresge Kids program with donations and volunteers who teach, feed, and transport,
and minister to the children.
 We continue our support of the Cub and Boy Scouts.
 We continue to support Ronnie and Angie Hopkins in Nicaragua.
 Volunteer cleaning crews continue to save our budget a good amount with their efforts.
 Volunteers worked on Habitat house in Polk County and have installed handicap ramp for a Kresge member.
In addition to service, we have also supported a $248,360 budget. We have refinanced the loan (rate adjustment every
three years) at the same interest rate with rate adjustments every 5 years (Due in 15 years). The new loan is amortized
over 30 years making the minimum payment $2600. We have maintained our mortgage by making all payments at the
old amount of $4568. Your support has allowed Kresge to:
 Install a new air conditioner for the Kitchen/Fellowship.
 Buy banners for the Sanctuary.
 Install a handicap ramp to the rear of the building.
 Pay the mortgage thru the BBQ and Fall Festival.
The Finance Committee plans on keeping the congregation updated on a quarterly basis starting with the December
newsletter. While we have experienced some growth in our congregation, our average attendance has been the same at 74
members per Sunday. As you can see by the graphs below, the Weekly Giving in 2016 is projected to be $19,000 less
than 2015. At the beginning of 2016 the General Fund had $8300; as of September it was -$570. The Building Fund had
$2614 at the beginning of 2016 and as of the end of September has $5122. That is after additions of $12465 from weekly
giving, $12766 from the BBQ, and almost $6000 from the new mortgage, all of which went to pay the mortgage.
To improve to financial outlook the following are being done:
 Reduced the 2017 budget by $8000 while raising salaries and budget utilities.
 Complete the installation of new programmable thermostats to control energy costs.
 Add a Fund Raising coordinator to the Finance committee.
 Use of the minimum mortgage payment, if necessary.
 Your Christmas Offering will be divided between our Missions and Building fund.
Kresge Finance Committee
Jeff Masi Chairperson
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BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

