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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Leaders
If I were to ask you to divide the world into two categories and to name those categories, the
responses I would likely get would be something like: the haves and the have-nots, the rich and the poor,
leaders and followers, the weak and the strong, good and bad, sinners and saints, and so on and so forth.
Most likely it has always been that way. And, no doubt, as far back as this line of thinking goes there has
also been the struggle to see who would hold the positions of power and authority, and who would hold
the lesser places. Usually we do not think of these ideas though the eyes of faith, but we should.
There is much talk about, and I would image as much desire to hold the positions of power and
authority as there ever has been. I mean, who really wants to be an underling? Isn’t there much more
prestige in being the one making the rules, compared to the one who has to follow them? No doubt
through the avenues of education, strategy, networking, and hard work many set a course to maneuver
their way to the top. After all that is the American way and the American dream isn’t it? To be the one
who leads and directs others, and not be one of the ones following behind.
Such a lifestyle and life might be acceptable in the world in which we live. But, is it Biblical, is it
godly, more than that, is such a life God-honoring? While one can have a principled and determined
approach to get ahead in the world, there is one thing that we must add if we are going to be people who
lead in the way of the Kingdom of God. That is that we begin our journey from the place of truly becoming
a servant, first. Yes, that is right, to lead and live up to our potential in the Kingdom of God we begin as
servants of God and servants of those that God loves.
A passage of Scripture from the Gospel of Matthew came to mind as I was thinking about Godhonoring leadership in the Kingdom of God. When Jesus was teaching about leadership and holding the
places of authority in chapter 20, He had this to say, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to
become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just
as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” The
instructions that Jesus gives for becoming a leader in the Kingdom of God are encapsulated in one simple
and straightforward strategy; that being set self aside and serve others. These words of Jesus may not
sound exciting and they may not move our hearts to joy. But, it is clear, that to act and live that way

moves the heart of God. When we begin to think that way, and examine our lives and actions by those
standards, then we begin to understand our motives for wanting to be a leader. They do so by prompting
us to begin to ask good self-examining questions such as: Do we want to lead so that we can have
authority and prestige? Or, is our desire to lead prompted by our desire to help God change our world?
They also help us begin to look at the actions of our daily lives in a new way.
To be a Christian who leads does not necessarily mean that we are assured a position in charge of
some organization, or the seat of the chairperson of a committee in the Church. Instead it means that we
live and lead in such a way that hearts and minds are transformed, which helps us transform the lives of
others, and helps God transform our part of the world. When we see ourselves serving others because
that is simply a part of who we are, then and only then, are we ready to lead as Jesus has called us to lead.
Peace and Blessings,
Allen

Fall Bible Study and Small Groups
We are fast approaching the beginning of the new school year and that means the start of our small
group study of The Scriptures and the greatness of our God. We continue to work on our schedules and studies,
but we have a couple of opportunities to announce. One is Monday evening from 7-8:30, on this night Tony and
Rev. Dr. Susan Taylor will lead the new Disciple Fast Track beginning with Disciple 1. Also, either on Sunday
afternoon from 3-5pm or Tuesday mornings Susan and Tony are offering another opportunity, the Covenant
Bible Study. Both of these are great studies from Cokesbury, and I do not doubt that Susan and Tony will be
great teachers and leaders!
If these times do not work for you though, or you have been thinking of another study, I would love to
hear from you. But, time is short so we need to finalize our plans so that we can begin all of our fall studies a
week or so after Labor Day.
Allen

Kresge Kids
It is an exciting time, because Kresge Kids begins in a couple of weeks! If you feel a call to help with one of the
classes, that would be great, just let Lynn Self or Marian Williams know. I am sure they would be delighted to
have you and there is no doubt that they could always use an extra pair of hand. Hey, if serving is your thing but
teaching is not, there are other ways to serve with Kresge Kids. If you would like to help serve meals or maybe
volunteer to come by clean a little when things are a little quieter that would be great, too! There is surely a
place for you. And, by the way, thank you for the ways that you support this ministry.
The Kresge Kids youth class is looking for comfortable teen-like furniture (bean bag
chairs, saucer chairs, camp chairs, floor pillows, etc.) to use on Wednesday night. If you
have anything you would like to get rid of by donating to the group, we would very much
appreciate it. Thanks! Krista

“Thousands upon thousands of visitors have honored us
with the privilege to share our unique approach to
teaching biblical history.” (Biblical History Center)
VYM is planning an outing to this unique and
amazing center in October. Reservations must be
made well in advance. If you would like to go on
this inspiring trip, please let Sandra Simpson
know no later than Aug. 14, 2016.
Hope you will join us.
A quote from Misty Ree (travel writer) –
“…tour guide, Vern, did in fact cause the scripture to
come off the page.”

Just as a reminder, last year we put into effect
a policy where we lock all exterior doors except the
narthex doors at 10:50 am on Sunday morning. This
is a measure not to restrict you from coming in and
out, but to help us be safe and secure during our
times of worship.

Murphy Harpst
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Kresge UMC Faithful lMembers SS Class
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Dear Friends in Christ:
Please know how grateful we are for your gift of $100.00 for school supplies sent to us on July 17, 2016.
We consider every contribution we receive a blessing because we know you could have decided to send
your support somewhere else. We are truly a non-profit that would not be in existence if it were not for
people like you.
Recently, we experienced a miraculous event that is indicative of the care and attention we strive to
provide the youth who have been placed with us. When conducting a nursing assessment on a child, who
we will call "Sierra" to protect her identity, a nurse identified a small rash that could have easily been
minimized as nothing more than mild allergic reaction to some irritant. However, the nurse realized the
rash could have been a side effect of a medication that had been prescribed to Sierra before she was
admitted to Murphy-Harpst Children's Centers.
Even though our nurse followed appropriate protocols to stop the medication immediately and begin
treatment, our staff watched Sierra so closely that they saw changes in her appearance and transported
her to the hospital. After twenty days in an Intensive Care Unit, enduring surgery and being placed on a
ventilator, Sierra returned to campus and was greeted by cheering staff and peers holding "Welcome
Home" signs and helium balloons.
Unfortunately, Sierra did not have a mother or father visit her during her time in the hospital. In fact, she
did not have any family visit her during this traumatic situation. However, there was always a staff
member from Murphy-Harpst who was willing to drive to Atlanta and sit with Sierra 24-hours a day to
keep her company, comfort her and to make sure she knew she was not alone. This type of care and
attention would not have been possible but for the grace of God and the support we receive from you and
others.
Thank you for your dedication in helping Murphy-Harpst care for children like Sierra. Our kids have been
through so much, but because of your support, we have the privilege of helping them see that their future
can be much brighter than their past.
Gratefully,
Michael “Scott” Merritt, LPC. MAC
President & Chief Executive Officer
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