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“Making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Well Easter is finally over and it is time for the “Holy Week Hangover.” That is usually the idea in the minds of preachers
and folks who lead and plan worship experiences. On the afternoon of, or the day after Easter Sunday, we usually just collapse and
say, “Whew, we made it”. After a few hours or the next day, we begin to take the special things that we use to draw us and our
congregations closer to the cross, to the Suffering Servant, and to the Sacrifice of Christ, and we put them in a box or in a file on our
desktops until we begin to prepare for Ash Wednesday next year. You probably noticed it, but things can be so compressed and so
taxing during the season of Lent as we prepare ourselves for Easter. If we are not careful we can see it as a relief when Easter
finally comes and goes, and we can get back to normal.
Easter Sunday should not be a signpost that calls us back to normal, though. It should be a time and a place in our spiritual
lives that asks us what we have learned about God and about ourselves during these past 40 or so days. It should be a time of
excitement when we see our progress and a time when we make plans to continue to focus on the things that still work to divide us
from one another and separate us from the presence of God.
During the Lenten season, there were a couple of things that I saw that I intend to continue to make a bigger part of my life
before God. The first was a book called SoundTrack, a daily devotional which uses a Psalm set to music as its base, and then adds a
reflection or question that helps to develop a Christian lens for facing life that day. I found SoundTrack and the Psalms very helpful
as they reminded me that the Scriptures give voice to my life in moments of joy, sadness, disappointments, tension, and praise.
What this says to me and reminds me of is that God understands what I face in life and is able to comfort and guide me if I will slow
myself enough to listen.
The second thing that I will take with me from this Lenten season is a new understanding of the relationship between sin
and Christ’s suffering. I have read the crucifixion accounts many times over, as well as Isaiah 53’s Suffering Servant chapter. But
something made the connection between my sin and Christ’s suffering more real this year. I commented in the Thursday night
Bible study that though I do not own a Crucifix, I thought that the symbolism that it relays would be beneficial to keep in mind year
round. In other faith traditions, the Crucifix is a reminder that suffering for sin was a major part of what Jesus came to do in this
world. And though that is a foundational doctrine of our Methodist/Protestant faith, it is sometimes hard for us to not lose that
truth when the cross is empty and we interpret it simply as a sign of God’s love for us. In the coming days I want to hold more
tightly the awareness that my sin caused the suffering and death of Jesus and not allow this truth to drift to the back of my mind
until next Lent 2017. This I hope will help me as I pursue holiness of heart and mind.
I guess in those words is my message and challenge for the days after Easter: To not lose all that you and me have gained
in the Lenten season this year, but to take hold of it that we might create new practices and new thinking that will draw you and
me closer to God.

Peace and Blessings,

Allen

April 1 Karen Teems
April 2 Mary Roberts
April 3 Sybil Temple
April 12 Ken McClure
April 13 Sandra Dingler
April 17 Nora Cooper
April 19 Jim Cook

April 20 Cathy Andrews
April 21 Debra Willingham
April 22 Charles Shifflett
Charlene Morgan
Carol Upton
April 23 Terry Simpson
Sarah Crille
April 24 Boober Jolly

April 25 Ann Roberts
April 26 Frank Norris
Brian McGee
April 28 Joseph Carter
April 29 Mac Pletcher
April 30 Earle Ellis
Tami O’Neal

April 11 Danny & Susan O’Neal
April 15 Tim & Stephanie White
April 21 Bob & Sybil Temple
Stephen & Liz Wilson
April 30 Greg & Krista Cooper
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Sunday * April 10, 2016
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The Spring Barbecue is coming!
The Spring Barbecue is coming!
I hope you are planning and preparing to take part in this year’s Spring Barbecue. It is hard work, but always a
wonderful time of fellowship and camaraderie. The day is always the first Saturday in May, which this year is May 7th.
On that day we will begin at 8am with set-up and go to 2pm or until we are sold out. There will be other opportunities to
participate during the week. On Wednesday we will be cooking and making sauce, Thursday slicing and chopping, and
Friday making coleslaw; each of these days we will begin at 9am in the church kitchen.
The menu will be Charlie’s Barbecue, beans, chips, coleslaw, pickle, and bread. Plates are 9 dollars or barbecue
for 9 dollars a pound. There will also be coleslaw and sauce sold by pints and quarts, plus cakes and other bake goods,
as available.
Tickets are available in the church office from 8:45-12:15 Monday – Friday. As always, all proceeds go to the
building fund of Kresge UMC.
** We are attaching a flyer to this month’s newsletter. If you know of a place one should be displayed please feel free to
do so.
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April Fools' Day (sometimes called All Fools' Day) is celebrated every year on 1 April by playing practical jokes and
spreading hoaxes. The jokes and their victims are called April fools. People playing April Fool jokes expose their prank
by shouting April Fool. Some newspapers, magazines, and other published media report fake stories, which are usually
explained the next day or below the news section in small letters. Although popular since the 19th century, the day is not
a public holiday in any country.
An April Fools' Day joke in 1957, showing a family in the canton of Ticino in southern Switzerland as they gathered a
bumper spaghetti harvest after a mild winter and "virtual disappearance of the spaghetti weevil". Footage of a traditional
"Harvest Festival" was aired along with a discussion of the breeding necessary to develop a strain to produce the perfect
length. Some scenes were filmed at the (now closed) Pasta Foods factory on London Road, St Albans, in Hertfordshire,
and at a hotel in Castagnola, Switzerland.
Panorama cameraman Charles de Jaeger dreamed up the story after remembering how teachers at his school in Austria
teased his classmates for being so stupid that if they were told that spaghetti grew on trees, they would believe it. The
editor of Panorama Michael Peacock told the BBC in 2014 how he gave de Jaeger a budget of £100 and sent him off.
The report was made more believable through its voiceover by respected broadcaster Richard Dimbleby. Peacock said
Dimbleby knew they were using his authority to make the joke work, and that Dimbleby loved the idea
and went at it with relish.
At the time, seven million of the 15.8 million homes in Britain had television sets (about 44%). Pasta was not an everyday
food in 1950s Britain, and it was known mainly from tinned spaghetti in tomato sauce and considered by many to be an
exotic delicacy. An estimated eight million people watched the program on 1 April, and hundreds phoned in the following
day to question the authenticity of the story or ask for more information about spaghetti cultivation and how they could
grow their own spaghetti trees. The BBC reportedly told them to
"place a sprig of spaghetti in a tin of tomato sauce and hope for the best".

April 19, 1775 - At dawn in Massachusetts, about 70 armed militiamen stood face to face on Lexington Green with a British advance
guard unit. An unordered 'shot heard around the world' began the American Revolution.

April 30, 1789 - George Washington became the first U.S. President as he was administered the oath of office on the
balcony of Federal Hall at the corner of Wall and Broad Streets in New York City.
April 12, 1861 - The American Civil War began as Confederate troops under the command of General Pierre Beauregard
opened fire at 4:30 a.m. on Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina.
April 9, 1865 - After over 500,000 American deaths, the Civil War effectively ended as General Robert E. Lee
surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant in the village of Appomattox Court House. The surrender occurred in the home
of Wilmer McLean. Terms of the surrender, written by General Grant, allowed Confederates to keep their horses and
return home. Officers were allowed to keep their swords and side arms.
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SUNDAY

3

MONDAY

4
Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

10

Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

24
Breakfast
9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

5

Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

11

12
Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

Breakfast 9:30 am
Sunday School
10:00 am
Worship Service
10:55 am

17Palm Sunday

TUESDAY

18

19
Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

25

26
Tuesday
Morning Prayer
Group
11 am

WEDNESDAY

6

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16

21

22

23

28

29

30

Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

13
Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

20
Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

27
Kresge Kids
@ 6 pm

CARRY OUT OR EAT W ITH US!
W E LOOK FORW ARD TO SEEING YOU!
1 5 Booger Hollow Rd
Cedartown, GA 3 0 1 2 5
(At the Cor ner of Cave Spr ing Rd & Booger Hollow Rd)

BREAKFAST
9:30 AM

Rev. Allen Carmichael

SUNDAY SCHOOL
10:00 AM

WORSHIP
10:55 AM

